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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 2

Introduction
The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge O Level Islamiyat 2058, and to
show how different levels of candidates performance (high, middle and low) relate to the subject’s curriculum and
assessment objectives.
In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen from June 2019 scripts to exemplify a range of answers.
For each question, the response is annotated with a clear explanation of where and why marks were awarded or
omitted. This is followed by examiner comments on how the answer could have been improved. In this way, it is
possible for you to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they could do to improve their
answers. There is also a list of common mistakes candidates made in their answers for each question.
This document provides illustrative examples of candidate work with examiner commentary. These help teachers
to assess the standard required to achieve marks beyond the guidance of the mark scheme. Therefore, in some
circumstances, such as where exact answers are required, there will not be much comment.
The questions and mark schemes used here are available to download from the School Support Hub. These files are:
June 2019 Question Paper 22
June 2019 Paper 22 Mark Scheme

Past exam resources and other teacher support materials are available on the School Support Hub:
www.cambridgeinternational.org/support
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How to use this booklet
This booklet goes through the paper one question at a time, showing you the high-, middle- and low-level response for
each question. The candidate answers are set in a table. In the left-hand column are the candidate answers, and in
the right-hand column are the examiner comments.

Example Candidate Response – high

Examiner Comments
The candidate launches in to
explaining parts of the Hadith, line
by line. It would be better to start the
answer by stating clearly and simply,
which teachings about Muslim
beliefs are being referred to, then
explaining them in a more thematic
Examiner comments are
way.
alongside the answers. These
explain where and why marks
were awarded. This helps you
to interpret the standard of
Cambridge exams so you can
help your learners to refine
their exam technique.

Answers are by real candidates in exam conditions.
These show you the types of answers for each level.
Discuss and analyse the answers with your learners in
the classroom to improve their skills.

How the candidate could have improved their answer
(a) The candidate should have balanced their response by giving more explanation to the second Hadith chosen,
as the overall mark considered both. Teachings could be further elaborated, such as by making the link with a pious
society in the first Hadith chosen, and explaining Islamic teachings about brotherhood more fully in the second.
This section explains how the candidate could
have improved each answer. This helps you to
interpret the standard of Cambridge exams and
helps your learners to refine their exam technique.
Further references, such as making links to the Qur’an or other Hadiths, would have helped to improve the answer.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
(a) •
•

Candidates focusing on Islamic teachings in general rather than specific chosen Hadiths.
Many candidates gave a definition of diffusion but left the response incomplete as they did not say how active
transport was different.

Often candidates were not awarded
marks because they misread or
misinterpret the questions.

Lists the common mistakes candidates made
in answering each question. This will help your
learners to avoid these mistakes and give them
the best chance of achieving the available marks.
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Question 1
Example Candidate Response – high

Examiner comments
The candidate starts by
explaining parts of the Hadith, line
by line. It would be better to start the
answer by stating clearly and simply,
which teachings about Muslim
beliefs are being referred to, then
explaining them in a more thematic
way.
The importance of removing evil
in society is identified. This could
be improved by going on to explain
that this may help to create a pious
society, as is referred to in the mark
scheme.

The ‘levels of action’ are not
specified in the Hadith. The answer
could be improved by explaining
that different individuals are able to
take different actions, according to
their means. It could be added that
condemnation is to be used as a
last resort.
Brotherhood is identified and
linked to treatment of others. The
candidate could improve this answer
by explaining that it is a bond
commanded by God in the Qur’an;
a verse from the Qur’an (Al-Hujurat,
49:10) might be quoted to support
this.
This line paraphrases the
Hadith. It could be improved by
expanding on and explaining the
teachings further, such as by giving
examples of how brotherhood
between Muslims might be
demonstrated.
Reference to the Prophet’s
teaching is made with a quotation
from the Hadith. This could be
improved by explaining that this
is a link to the faith of the Prophet
(pbuh), as described in the mark
scheme.
6
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued

Examiner comments
The overall mark given to
part (a) considers the candidate’s
response to two Hadiths. The
response to the first is stronger than
the second, so to improve the mark
overall, the candidate should give
further explanation particularly to the
second Hadith chosen.
This part could be related more
clearly to the lives of Muslims today.
Freeing slaves by payment was
common in the Prophet’s time; today
it might mean Muslims challenging
modern day slavery and ensuring
fair rights for workers.
Several different teachings are
referred to here. The candidate
could separate them out into those
which are agreed upon as evils
in society from those which are
disagreed upon by Muslims, and
give clearer examples. This would
show more thoughtful and mature
evaluation and help to improve the
answer so that it could meet the
requirements of Level 4.
The candidate could give
specific examples of what ‘stranded’
might mean, such as a Muslim
might not leave a work colleague if
they could not get home due to lack
of transport.
The context of this should
have been explained, which was
the arrival of the Muslims from
Makka. They had brought little
with them and needed help to find
accommodation and make a living.
The Muslims in Madina provided
support, shelter and shared their
possessions to help them settle and
survive.
Specific examples should
have been given such as not
discriminating on grounds of race
by being friendly equally with other
Muslims, standing side by side in
prayer, joining together for Hajj
and not favouring your own race in
employment. One or two examples,
explained, would have helped to
improve this answer.
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued

Examiner comments
Mark for (a) = 3 out of 4
Mark for (b) = 3 out of 4

Total mark awarded =
6 out of 8

How the candidate could have improved their answer
•

(a) The candidate should have balanced their response by giving more explanation to the second Hadith chosen,
as the overall mark considered both. Teachings could be further elaborated, such as by making the link with a
pious society in the first Hadith chosen, and explaining Islamic teachings about brotherhood more fully in the
second. Further references, such as making links to the Qur’an or other Hadiths, would have helped to improve
the answer.

•

(b) The candidate should have been careful not to mix up different teachings and chosen those more closely
related to the Hadith about evils in society. Specific examples should be given in answer to both Hadith so that
explanations can demonstrate evidence of thoroughness and maturity of thought required to improve this answer
to reach a Level 4.

8

Example Candidate Responses – Paper 2

Example Candidate Response – middle

Examiner comments

A sense of community might
refer to several of the Hadiths given.
The candidate needs to be more
specific about the chosen Hadith
here, which is about brotherhood
and community.

More needs to be added to
make it clear that the candidate
has a good understanding of the
teachings, beyond that which is
taken closely from the words in this
Hadith.

It is unnecessary to state ‘many
ways’ and ‘many acts’ as this is
obvious from the answer. These
references should be omitted and
replaced by more direct and specific
answer.
The quotations chosen
generally agree with the given
Hadith, but better ones might be
selected to show how Muslims might
implement its teachings in their
lives, which is the focus on part (b).

Specific examples of these
ways in which believers might help
others should be given to improve
this answer.
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued

Examiner comments
The importance of ‘earning
themselves’ and in a ‘clean way’
might be explained in more detail
to improve this answer. The word
‘dignity’ in work, as referred to in
the mark scheme, could be used,
and discouragement on reliance on
others or beggary.
The reference to halal here
could be clarified. Halal is a
category of approved action,
including taking a halal employment
or eating food considered halal.
Practical aspects of earning
are taken into account and could be
developed in another sense: that
honest hard work is blessed by God.
This may be referring to the
Prophet’s enthusiasm to work in
any capacity, including manual
labour, despite his position as a
leader of Madina at the time. More
could be given in explanation to this
reference.
The candidate could refer more
specifically to jobs and choose
better wording to express the
meaning more clearly. Instead of
‘small jobs’; jobs considered of low
status or given less prominence in
society might be used.
Mark for (a) = 2 out of 4
Mark for (b) = 2 out of 4

Total mark awarded =
4 out of 8

How the candidate could have improved their answer
•

(a) The candidate should have clarified specifically teachings from the Hadith about brotherhood which had
been chosen, rather than giving general teachings about community which might apply to several of the Hadiths.
The candidate could expand on their explanations and make them clearer by including details about a halal
occupation, distinguishing this from halal food. The importance of working hard and with honesty to achieve God’s
blessing, a point made in the mark scheme, might be brought out to improve the candidate’s response to the
second Hadith chosen.

•

(b) The candidate could begin by omitting words such as ‘many ways’ and answering in a more direct style, giving
specific ways. More specific supporting references from the Qur’an and Hadith could be chosen, which help to
illustrate ways in which the teachings in this Hadith might be put into practice today. Specific examples should be
given of how Muslims could put the teachings from this Hadith into practice in their lives today. More care should
be used to clearly express meaning, such as referring to ‘small jobs’ as low status jobs or some other wording.
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Example Candidate Response – low

Examiner comments

The candidate should have
described the teachings from the
Hadith, rather than focusing on the
history of the Muslim community.

The candidate is just
paraphrasing the passage rather
than explaining what it means in the
context of the Prophet’s teachings.

The examples have not been
closely related to the point being
made. It is unclear how praying
together relates to wanting
something for a fellow Muslim
brother.
Again, more clarity is needed.
The candidate could explain that
Muslims should desire food, clothing
and shelter for their fellow Muslims,
including Afghan refugees, and treat
them as if they are fraternal family
members.
Both points mentioned here are
not covered by the Hadith selected,
hence the candidate has not really
answered the question for this part.
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued

Examiner comments
The candidate could improve
the response by taking care to
identify the most appropriate
teachings for the passage chosen
and explain the specific teachings
given, rather than general Islamic
teachings.

The example is not relevant
as Hadith is about hard work
and dignity of labor whereas this
example is about orphans.
Mark for (a) = 1 out of 4
Mark for (b) = 1 out of 4

Total mark awarded =
2 out of 8

How the candidate could have improved their answer
•

(a) The candidate should have avoided paraphrasing and concentrated more closely on explaining the teachings
in the passage, rather than the history of the Muslim community in the early days. This change in focus would
have helped to improve this answer. They should have concentrated on specific teachings which could be
evidenced in the passage chosen, rather than general teachings.

•

(b) More clarity could be given about how the examples given relate to the Hadith being discussed. For example,
an explanation of how refugees should be regarded as brothers in Islam, regardless of their country of origin, and
as brothers in Islam, the same desire for food, clothing and shelter should apply. The candidate should have
discussed the specific Hadith chosen rather than general teachings and taken care not to confuse the different
Hadiths.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
•

•

(a) Some candidates focused on Islamic teachings in general rather than specific chosen Hadiths. They could
improve their answers by distinguishing between clearly ‘evil actions’ and how might Muslims challenge these.
Another common mistake was to include general references to Hadiths and Qur’an which did not add anything in
particular to the answer.
Some candidates did not use precise language and instead used ‘many’ or ‘some’ . Specific jobs or items under
consideration should be named then explained or elaborated.
(b) Some candidates did not give examples of how Muslims might put into practice general teaching identified
in their lives today. Adding specific examples will enable candidates to reach higher levels of responses and
demonstrate maturity and thoughtfulness in their responses.
A few candidates did not link the teachings given to the specific Hadith chosen.
A common mistake was to give a general statement without elaborating upon it and how it was relevant to the lives
of Muslims today. This is something which candidates should keep in mind to address.
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Question 2
Example Candidate Response – high

Examiner comments

This comment could be
substituted by saying that the period
mentioned in the question started
after Caliph Umar II hence this part
is not very relevant, however, it
could serve as the background or
introduction to the later process of
compilation.
Words from the question are
repeated here. The answer would
be better if the candidate explained
the definition of the Successors
of Successors and gave a brief
overview of the time frame involved
in Hadith collection, and where their
work fits within it.

The importance is the chain of
narrators (isnad) which is given here
in general terms.
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued

Examiner comments

The definitions of musnad and
musannaf collections could be
sharpened here. Musnad
collections are organised under the
name of the collector. Musannaf are
organised by subject or topic, often
used for legal purposes.

The Sahih al-Bukhari is not a
‘holy book’. However, Hadiths are
important as words of the Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh) who was a
perfect example to Muslims to
follow. Some Hadith, Hadith Qudsi,
are said to be words of Muhammad
(pbuh) directly inspired by God. It
would be correct to say that the
Hadiths in general are the second
source of Islamic Law (Sharia) and
that Bukhari’s collection is regarded
as one of the most authentic.
More could be added to improve
this answer. As mentioned in the
mark scheme, Imam Muslim only
used strong isnads like Bukhari.
Muslims kept all narrations of a
certain Hadith in the same section
but without commentary reports
from Companions and later figures.
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued

Examiner comments

Some of the sentences in this
paragraph describe the Hadith
book. It would be better to focus
on the compilation rather than the
description, as required by the
question.

The first three sentences are
descriptive, giving Knowledge
(AO1), whereas in this part the
focus needs to be on Understanding
(AO2).

The importance of ensuring the
Hadith is genuinely from the Prophet
(pbuh) is identified. Further
explanation might be added, such
as that this is significant when used
for legal rulings, as mentioned in the
mark scheme.
Mark for (a) = 7 out of 10
Mark for (b) = 3 out of 4

Total mark awarded =
10 out of 14

How the candidate could have improved their answer
•

(a) At the start of the response, some words from the question were repeated, which was unnecessary. The
candidate could sharpen their definitions of musnad and musannaf collections. The response could be improved
by further detail and explanation of the importance of ensuring the chain of narrators (isnads) were doubly
checked by Bukhari and Muslims, leading to their collections being regarded as the most authentic.

•

(b) The candidate should have focused more clearly on demonstrating understanding (AO2) rather than
knowledge (AO1), particularly at the start of the response. Further explanation could be added, such as that the
isnad is important to verify the authenticity of the Hadith especially when it is used for legal rulings which have a
significant influence on the lives of Muslims.
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Example Candidate Response – middle

Examiner comments

A narrative overview is given
here with some relevance, then
more focus on compilation towards
the end of the first part of the
answer. The candidate’s response
might be improved by more directly
focusing on the compilation earlier
in the answer.

The ‘strict check’ could be
defined in more detail, particularly
the double checking forming what is
known as the Sahihayn collection,
as mentioned in the mark scheme.
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued

Examiner comments

The arrangement by subject or
topic here refers to the musannaf
collections, whereas the musnad
collections are organised by
narrator. Use of these terms would
improve the answer.

The response would be better
organised in paragraphs to better
focus the answer and highlight the
differences between the different
collectors.
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued

Examiner comments

It is not clear what point is
being made by ‘thorny bushes’ perhaps a test of faith or part of
the story towards the end of Jesus’
life. It needs to be explained more
carefully, if included.

The candidate might go on
to expand on this answer and
explain why the establishment of
genuineness is important - such as
for legal reasons.
Mark for (a) = 5 out of 10
Mark for (b) = 2 out of 4

Total mark awarded =
7 out of 14

How the candidate could have improved their answer
•

(a) The candidate could refer more directly to compilation, earlier in the answer, and omit general narrative around
Hadiths and focus on the question which requires details about compilation. The candidate could explain further
what they meant by ‘strict check’, such as the double checking of isnads forming what is known as the Sahihayn
collection. The musannaf and musnad terms could be defined and used in this answer to show more precision.
Paragraphs could be better used to differentiate the Hadith collectors.

•

(b) The candidate should have phrased ‘genuineness’ more clearly, such as by stating it is important so that
Muslims do not doubt that it contains Muhammad’s words. The response could be improved by adding more about
the importance of verifying the isnad such as for use in legal matters, so that the rulings are accepted and agreed
upon.
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Example Candidate Response – low

Examiner comments

The response here gives very
generalised background information
which may not be accurate. It is
important to focus the answer on
the correct period, around 200
years and later in the Muslim dating
calendar, years after the migration
to Madina (AH).

The candidate appears to
confuse the collection of the
Qur’an, of which early fragments
were indeed collected from these
sources, with the Hadith. It is
important to differentiate the two
processes.
The Hadith collections contain
details of the sunnah, but a
distinction should be made between
them.
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued

Examiner comments

More needs to be added here
about Bukhari and Muslim.
There is some confusion here,
which should be clarified. The
reference to Caliph Uthman refers
to the collection of the Qur’an and
should be omitted.

The candidate needs to express
this more clearly, i.e. so that
Muslims are aware that the Hadith is
genuinely from Muhammad (pbuh).
This response could be expanded
by referring to other aspects such as
the significance of having a verified
isnad for the Hadith to be used
and accepted by Muslims in legal
rulings.
Mark for (a) = 0 out of 10
Mark for (b) = 1 out of 4

Total mark awarded =
1 out of 14
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How the candidate could have improved their answer
•

(a) The candidate needs to differentiate between the process of collecting the Qur’an and the compilation of the
Hadith, which is quite separate. More accuracy about time periods and stages in the process could be given. The
sunnah should be distinguished from the Hadith, the Hadith being a source to find out about the sunnah, not the
sunnah itself. Much more could be added about the collections of Bukhari and Muslim.

•

(b) The candidate could improve the way they express their answer and explain further the importance of ensuring
the Hadith is genuine for it to be used in legal rulings and for them to be accepted by Muslims and applied in their
lives.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
•

•

(a) Some candidates described the books and omitted to mention much about the compilation, which was required
by the question.
A common mistake was to write about the Hadith collections in general and miss the distinction between different
periods of Hadith collection. This question specifically required knowledge of the period of the Successors of the
Successors (tabi’ altabi’in).
Some candidates described the Hadith as a second holy book. They should be described as a second source of
Islamic Law (Sharia) but not a holy book.
Some candidates were unclear on the definitions of musnad and musannaf collections.
Some candidates were unclear on the differences between collectors in their use of the chain of narrators (isnad)
and the particular importance of effectively checking through double isnad by Bukhari and Muslim.
(b) Weaker candidates confused aspects of the collection of the Qur’an with the compilation of the Hadith.
Candidates should ensure they focus on AO2 which requires evidence of understanding, rather than repeat
knowledge given in part (a).
Many candidates missed giving the importance of verifying the chain of narrators (isnad) if the Hadith is to be used
in legal rulings affecting the lives of Muslims.
In general, candidates should aim to give more than one reason and explain each. Many candidates made the
mistake of giving only one reason and sometimes did not explain that reason.
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Question 4
Example Candidate Response – high

Examiner comments

This is a verse from the set
passages of the Qur’an. It would be
helpful to identify where the quote
is from or at least state that it is a
verse from the Qur’an, the word of
God.

A new paragraph might be
started, talking about tawhid (unity)
in worship.
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued

Examiner comments

A good point to sum up the
discussion, after talking about
tawhid and its kinds. The candidate
concludes with a brief mentioning of
shirk.

It could be added that angels
are part of the unseen world.
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued

Examiner comments

Names and tasks of angels are
given here. A little more could be
added such as an example of an
occasion when Angel Jibril
appeared to Muhammad (pbuh) or
Ibrahim.

Due to their role at Judgment,
Muslims think of angels and
particularly the recording angels,
during their daily lives. This point
might be added to conclude part (a),
a point mentioned at the end of the
mark scheme for this question.

It would be appropriate to start
a new paragraph at this point, ‘In
addition...’
Another aspect of the role
of angels is that they record all
actions, ready to report on the Day
of Judgment. This belief keeps
Muslims on the straight path. This
could be mentioned here.
Mark for (a) = 9 out of 10
Mark for (b) = 4 out of 4

Total mark awarded =
13 out of 14

How the candidate could have improved their answer
•

(a) The candidate could subdivide their answer further into more paragraphs. In the part about God, they might
group all the points about oneness (tawhid) first to make the answer read more logically.

•

(b) This has importance in the daily life of Muslims in keeping them on the straight path. The candidate could have
restructured the response by dividing it into several paragraphs, avoiding repetition to make it more precise.
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Example Candidate Response – middle

Examiner comments

This is a valid point and serves
well as an introductory point.

The quotation could be
identified, a quote from the set
passages of the Qur’an, and
explained; e.g. this means there are
no sons or partners with God.
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued

Examiner comments

The candidate has only
explored oneness in worship; other
types of tawhid could have been
mentioned with some explanation
and quotes from Qur’an to support.
These are articles of faith, not
pillars. It is important to use the
correct terminology.

The candidate might add
examples, such as one or two
occasions when Jibril appeared to
Muhammad (pbuh).

The candidate could describe
further about the angles’ role and
duties and support it with Qur’an
verses.
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued

Examiner comments

This could be expanded upon
with an example, such as a modern
day situation when a Muslim might
feel under great pressure or facing
hostility for who they are.

The candidate might mention
another aspect of this that although
they might be fearless from worldly
matters, due to protection from
angels, a Muslim might fear the
recording angels who will note their
good and bad deeds and report at
Judgment.
Mark for (a) = 4 out of 10
Mark for (b) = 3 out of 4

Total mark awarded =
7 out of 14

How the candidate could have improved their answer
•

(a) Where quotes are used, these could be identified, such as from the Qur’an, and explained. Both aspects,
belief in God and belief in angels, could be expanded on in a little more detail. The candidate should have taken
care not to mix Pillars of Islam and Articles of Faith . More could be said about the role of the recording angels and
their role at Judgment.

•

(b) The candidate could add an example of a modern-day situation a Muslim might face, such as when facing a
difficulty, when they might think of angels. The candidate could also develop different aspects of their explanation
about fear: angels might make a Muslim be fearless of others harm but also fear God’s Judgment, since the
angels are recording their deeds and will report at the due time.
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Example Candidate Response – low

Examiner comments

This could be identified as a
quote from the statement of faith
(shahada) and one or two other
quotations given in support of the
answer.

The significance in the lives of
Muslims is again more applicable to
part (b). Part (a) requires candidates
to write about the details of the two
articles stated, so candidates should
demonstrate knowledge through
description.
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued

Examiner comments

The following part on angels is
shorter; the candidate could improve
their response by writing roughly
equal amounts, and spending the
same amount of time, on each.

This would be better written in
sentences with some examples and
explanation for each.

The 124 000 reference may be
referring to Messengers, not angels.
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued

Examiner comments
An attempt has been made to
answer. Here, some of the details
could have been written in part (a)
and a better focus for part (b) would
be to show understanding of how
belief in angels affects Muslims
today.
This could be expanded by
explaining what a Muslim today
might think of when reading this
verse from the Qur’an – possibly
the protection of angels – and when
they might think of angels during
their daily life.
Mark for (a) = 3 out of 10
Mark for (b) = 1 out of 4

Total mark awarded =
4 out of 14

How the candidate could have improved their answer
•

(a) The time spent and amount written about God and angels should be balanced, as less has been written about
angels. The part about angels could be improved by writing in sentences and adding an explanation or more detail
for each named angel.

•

(b) More time could be spent on part (b) and the length of the answer expanded. The focus on AO2 might be
stronger as the current answer starts with knowledge, a quality more relevant to part (a) AO1. The reference to a
verse from the Qur’an might be explained in terms of the effect on a Muslim’s daily life.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
•

•

(a) Some candidates used the term ‘Pillars’ to refer to ‘Articles’ of faith incorrectly. It is important to use the correct
terminology.
Many candidates wrote only briefly about Angel Jibril’s role in communicating revelations. Candidates might
expand on this and add one or two examples, such as from the experiences of Muhammad (pbuh) or Ibrahim.
There are many quotations which candidates used from the set passages from the Qur’an to support belief in
God. When used, candidates should state that the quotation is from the Qur’an and go on to explain it. A common
mistake was that a quotation was given with no reference or explanation.
Few candidates mentioned the 99 names of God, an obvious point about God’s characteristics as described by
the names which could be added to most responses to improve them.
(b) Some candidates did not mention the role of the recording angels, noting down the good and bad deeds of
Muslims and so affecting their thoughts and actions during their daily lives.
Some candidates mentioned that angels made Muslims fearless; this was applicable in that Muslims might feel
they had the protection of angels from other people, but should be qualified by the point that angels report a
Muslims good and bad deeds to God at Judgment, which might make some Muslims fear and encourage them to
follow the straight path of moral conduct.
Some candidates wrote again about their knowledge of angels, which was relevant to part (a), rather than their
understanding, required for AO2 in part (b).
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Question 5
Example Candidate Response – high

Examiner comments

The response opens with two
relevant quotations which directly
address the importance of belief
in prophets in Islam. In terms of
style, it might be better to use the
word ‘states’ rather than says, or
write it as Imam stated (past tense)
and God states in the Qur’an,
with a colon(:) before the opening
quotation marks. The writing style
might be improved by starting
quotes on the next line, which helps
identify them more clearly.
The candidate should have
used ‘line’ rather than ‘chain’,
because ‘chain’ is used with
Hadiths, ‘chain of narrators’ who
were not prophets; ‘line’ is more
appropriate for use to describe
prophets. This would have shown
clarity of understanding.
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued

Examiner comments

This part of the response
could be improved by writing more
concisely, as the point about the
oneness of God (tawhid) is
covered over two paragraphs
whereas it could be improved and
shortened into one.

One or two practical examples
of how prophets conducted
themselves as an example to their
people could be added here to
improve this part of the answer.
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued

Examiner comments

It would be appropriate to add
here about the role of prophets
warning about God’s Judgment. This
is referred to in the mark scheme
and it is worthy of a paragraph of its
own.
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued

Examiner comments

The answer might add a little
to finish about the place of belief
in prophets within the 6 Articles of
Faith overall, to round off the essay
in a short conclusion. This might add
a little extra to this answer.
‘He gave... as’ could be better
written as ‘God gave miracles...
because...’. This might help to keep
the answer focused on the wording
of the question and not drift into
narrative.

This ends the second point
made in this answer: to make the
people believe in God, so a new
paragraph should follow to clearly
differentiate the points made. This
would improve the candidate’s
response.
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued

Examiner comments

Again, a new paragraph would
help differentiate this additional
point. There is no hard and fast
rule about length of paragraphs
or number of points, but when a
different viewpoint or perspective
is given it can be helpful as in this
answer.

Mark for (a) = 9 out of 10
Mark for (b) = 4 out of 4

Total mark awarded =
13 out of 14

How the candidate could have improved their answer
•

(a) The use of quotations might be improved with correction punctuation (starting with a colon) and referring to the
narrator ‘stating’ in their work. The points made about the oneness of God could be combined into one paragraph,
and about warning of God’s Judgment given a paragraph on its own and expanded a little, to clarify and give more
detail about this important point covered in the mark scheme.

•

(b) The candidate could differentiate points more clearly by using a new paragraph for each point made. It can
help improve the answer by including a stem to some sentences from the question, to keep focus, such as ‘God
gave prophets miracles because…’ This might ensure the response does not drift into narrative.
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Example Candidate Response – middle

Examiner comments

Quotes are clearly distinguished
but other paragraphs could be
clearly written with a line space,
indent and clear point to each
to improve the structure of this
candidate’s response.

It could be clarified here that the
word ‘prophet’ can be taken to mean
both the ‘rasul’ and the ‘nabi’: those
prophets who bring revelations or
books and those who do not.
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued

Examiner comments
It could be clarified here
that prophets brought the same
message, not different messages,
but applied them in the language
and within the climate of the time
they lived in, taking account of local
customs and needs of the time.
‘change law’ should therefore be
amended, since prophets are not
considered to have changed divinely
appointed Sharia Law.

This part of the response could
be improved by adding detail about
how prophets warned against
idolatry.

This quotation would be better
included in the paragraph which
ends at the top of this page, to
improve the structure of this answer.
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued

Examiner comments

Examples are needed here
about how prophets led moral lives
and were of outstanding good
character, which inspires Muslims to
follow.

The point, as mentioned in
the mark scheme, that miracles
show that the prophets were given
authority by God is hinted at, but
could be improved by writing more
clearly in the answer.

One main point is made in this
paragraph, about miracles proving
God’s authority or power.
Mark for (a)(i) = 6 out of 10
Mark for (a)(ii) = 2 out of 4

Total mark awarded =
8 out of 14

How the candidate could have improved their answer
•

(a) The candidate might restructure some of their points, grouping the quotation about prophets each sent to a
‘nation’ together with other similar points, and improve their explanation of this, as the concept that they ‘changed
law’ needs to be amended as it is a misconception. More detail could be added to the part about oneness of God,
such as that prophets warned their peoples against idolatry. Specific examples of the good character of prophets
could be added to further improve and develop this candidate’s response.

•

(b) The candidate could have added further points such as the point that miracles show that prophets were given
authority by God. The candidate might further improve their answer by clearly explaining this and explaining what
they mean. The point might be hinted at but not clearly written; it is important that the candidate clearly writes and
explains it as examiners cannot read in to an answer; they can only credit what is clearly there.
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Example Candidate Response – low

Examiner comments

This sentence could be
improved by focusing more on the
importance of prophets, with the
example of Muhammad (pbuh) used
as evidence. It currently reads as
a description of the difficulties of
Muhammad (pbuh).

The Caliphs should be omitted
as they are clearly not regarded as
prophets.

39

Example Candidate Responses – Paper 2

Example Candidate Response – low, continued

Examiner comments

Conveying messages and
teaching about the oneness of God
is briefly mentioned here. This could
be expanded upon in more detail.

This part would be better placed
at the start of the answer, making a
short introduction on which to base
the rest of the answer.

The start of this answer
gives description satisfying AO1
(Knowledge), but part (b) questions
are assessed according to AO2
(Understanding), so the answer
could be improved by changing the
focus onto AO2.
The miracles of Isa could be
further explained as they helped
to show people that he had power
from God, the point being that it was
from God not Isa’s own power, and
this helped gain their attention and
believe in the message which he
brought.
Mark for (a) = 2 out of 10
Mark for (b) = 1 out of 4

Total mark awarded =
3 out of 14
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How the candidate could have improved their answer
•

(a) The candidate should omit references to Caliphs and focus clearly on the belief in prophets, drawing evidence
to support that rather than writing narrative about events. The importance of prophets bringing messages and
teaching about the oneness of God could be expanded upon in more detail to improve this candidate’s answer.
The point about the line of prophets at the end might be better placed at the start as a short introduction.

•

(b) The focus of part (b) needs to be changed onto AO2 (Understanding), as there are no marks for AO1
(Knowledge) in part (b), which this response opens with. Further explanation could be added to the miracles of
Isa: they helped to show people that he had power from God. The point being that it was from God not Isa’s own
power, and this helped gain their attention and believe in the message which he brought.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
•

•

(a) A common mistake was to write a narrative about the role of Muhammad (pbuh), rather than focus on the belief
in prophets and then draw in evidence to support the answer from the life of Muhammad (pbuh).
The prophets did not bring essentially different messages and did not change God’s Sharia Law. Candidates
should refer to the same message being brought to different peoples to meet their needs. It was the people who,
over time, forgot about or changed the messages they were given.
Quotations and paragraphs sometimes were not written clearly. Candidates should take care to set out and
structure their responses in the correct way and write clearly.
Candidates gave few examples from the lives of prophets, particularly about moral character.
Many candidates did not address the importance of warning populations about the ills of idolatry and bad morality,
especially when considering God’s Judgment.
(b) Some candidates wrote description, addressing AO1 (Knowledge), instead of the required AO2
(Understanding).
Some candidates did not clearly differentiate their points made. ‘Miracles show God appointed messengers’,
‘reflected God’s power not that of the messenger’ and ‘helped nations to excel in fields of strength’ are three
separate points as specified on the mark scheme.
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