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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

Introduction
The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge O Level Islamiyat 2058, and to
show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low) relate to the subject’s curriculum and
assessment objectives.
In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen from June 2019 scripts to exemplify a range of answers.
For each question, the response is annotated with a clear explanation of where and why marks were awarded or
omitted. This is followed by examiner comments on how the answer could have been improved. In this way, it is
possible for you to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they could do to improve their
answers. There is also a list of common mistakes candidates made in their answers for each question.
This document provides illustrative examples of candidate work with examiner commentary. These help teachers
to assess the standard required to achieve marks beyond the guidance of the mark scheme. Therefore, in some
circumstances, such as where exact answers are required, there will not be much comment.
The questions and mark schemes used here are available to download from the School Support Hub. These files are:

June 2019 Question Paper 12
June 2019 Paper 12 mark scheme

Past exam resources and other teacher support materials are available on the School Support Hub:
www.cambridgeinternational.org/support
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How to use this booklet
This booklet goes through the paper one question at a time, showing you the high-, middle- and low-level response for
each question. The candidate answers are set in a table. In the left-hand column are the candidate answers, and in
the right-hand column are the examiner comments.

Example Candidate Response – high

Examiner Comments
The response opens by getting
straight to the main point. It
identifies the main theme of Allah’s
relationship with created beings, as
listed in the specification.
Tawhid is correctly identified
and explained in a succinct and
Examiner comments are
accurate way. Whilst the word
alongside the answers. These
'sustainer' is in the passage, choice
explain where and why marks
were awarded. This helps you
to interpret the standard of
Cambridge exams so you can
help your learners to refine
their exam technique.

Answers are by real candidates in exam conditions.
These show you the types of answers for each level.
Discuss and analyse the answers with your learners in
the classroom to improve their skills.

How the candidate could have improved their answer
(a) The answer shows expertise and is thoughtful, qualities of Level 4. In the first passage, the candidate could go on
to explain the importance of asking God for help. In the second, the candidate might go on to mention, as in the mark
scheme, that it is God alone who is worthy of worship, due to all that the candidate described.
This section explains how the candidate could
have improved each answer. This helps you to
interpret the standard of Cambridge exams and
helps your learners to refine their exam technique.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
(a) Some candidates paraphrased the passage, or copied directly from the passage, which did not address the need
to explain it. Candidates should ensure they use their own words.

Often candidates were not awarded
marks because they misread or
misinterpret the questions.

Lists the common mistakes candidates made
in answering each question. This will help your
learners to avoid these mistakes and give them
the best chance of achieving the available marks.
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Question 1
Example Candidate Response – high

Examiner comments
The response opens by getting
straight to the main point. It
identifies the main theme of Allah’s
relationship with created beings, as
listed in the specification.
Tawhid is correctly identified
and explained in a succinct and
accurate way. Whilst the word
‘sustainer’ is in the passage, choice
of words such as ‘sole creator’
shows understanding.
Here the theme of God as the
creator of everything is developed
by references to the ‘unseen and
seen’ and ‘in this world and the
next’. The choice of words shows
clarity and understanding.
‘He is also portrayed’ is
evidence that the theme is being
explained, then developed further
with reference to ‘guides humanity’.
The candidate could go on to
further explain God’s help, such as
by mentioning that this is for those
who ask.
In the second passage chosen,
the candidate again focuses on
the main theme identified in the
specification - God’s relationship
with the created world. The answer
is succinct and to the point.
Here the theme of associating
partners besides God (shirk) is
explained and there is a relevant
reference to the Qur’an from the
candidate’s own knowledge (not
from the printed passage) which is a
feature of a Level 4 response.
Clearly identifies and explains
key words in the passage, such as
‘canopy’.
The points about God’s
sustenance and worshipping God
alone are made well. The candidate
could mention, as in the mark
scheme, that it is God alone who is
worthy of worship, as candidate has
described.
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued

Examiner comments
‘Hence Muslims should’ is a
clear way of moving from the theme
in the passage (AO1) to application
in a Muslim’s life today (AO2), which
is required in part (b).
‘Allah’s slaves’ is a relevant
reference which might be unpacked
and explained a little more, such as
by referring to other verses of the
Qur’an which mention Muslims as
‘Allah’s slaves’ in the sense that total
obedience is given in all matters.
The candidate successfully
links God’s mercy, evidenced from
the passage, to the gratitute of
Muslims, shown through kindness in
their daily lives.
The points about the importance
of following the straight path and
God’s guidance are clearly made.
The candidate could go on to
explain the importance of humility in
doing so, as specified in the mark
scheme.
This part of the answer
addresses the first part of the mark
scheme for this question.
The point about gratitude, as
mentioned in the last line of the
mark scheme, is referred to here. It
could have been explained in a little
more detail.
Human responsibility towards
the environment is correctly
identified. The candidate could
further elaborate on this and give
examples from Muslim’s daily lives
about how they might fulfill this.
An overall mark is given to
reflect the performance of the
candidate in explaining both
passages together. The candidate
has explained the first passage
more clearly than the second,
achieving an overall Level 3.
Mark for (a) = 4 out of 4
Mark for (b) = 3 out of 4
Total mark awarded =
7 out of 8
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How the candidate could have improved their answer
•

(a) The answer showed expertise and was thoughtful, qualities of a Level 4 response. In the first passage, the
candidate could explain the importance of asking God for help. In the second, the candidate could mention, as in
the mark scheme, that it is God alone who is worthy of worship.

•

(b) To improve, the explanation of the second passage should have been added, particularly with examples of
human responsibility.
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Example Candidate Response – middle

Examiner comments

God’s supremacy is identified
and described, which is evidenced
in this passage.
A relevant quote from elsewhere
in the Qur’an supports the
description of God’s supremacy.
The candidate paraphrases
and describes the rest of the
passage in the last few lines of the
answer. This could be improved by
explaining the themes further. ‘We
should...’ is more relevant to part
(b), whereas in part (a), the focus
is on evidence for a theme. Instead
the candidate could write ‘which in
explanation means...’ which is more
appropriate to achieve a higher level
of response for AO1 (Knowledge).
‘Following the righteous path’
is identified in general terms as
something which Muslims might do
in response to the theme. Examples
could be given to develop this
response further.
Guidance is mentioned here,
relating to the last part of the mark
scheme for this passage. It could be
developed in more detail.
Asking for forgiveness is an
extension on the passage, as
it is not specifically stated. This
answer could be improved by giving
examples more clearly linked to the
text.
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued

Examiner comments

The background to this
passage, a consolation to
Muhammad (pbuh), is identified in a
clear and relevant first sentence.
Description of the incident
regarding the Prophet (pbuh) is
accurate but lengthy. God’s love
for his messengers is referred to
near the end of the answer, which
could be expanded upon as a major
theme in this passage. To improve,
this candidate could shorten the
description and give more of an
explanation.
The first three lines mention
the theme from the passage and
the next three clearly relate this
to Muslims’ lives today, in not
complaining and showing patience.
Some examples could be added by
the candidate to further develop this
answer.
Some development is made
here of the theme of patience, which
explains what it may feel like in the
lives of Muslims. Again, examples
might be given to explain what
‘everything’, in the last line, means.
Mark for (a) = 2 out of 4
Mark for (b) = 3 out of 4

Total mark awarded =
5 out of 8

How the candidate could have improved their answer
•

(a) The candidate could shorten some of the description, particularly of the second passage, and expand on
the explanation of the theme(s). Parts where the passage was paraphrased, particularly towards the end of the
candidate’s answer for the first passage, could be improved by focusing on giving clearer evidence of the theme
and explaining it. Parts referring to what Muslims should do today could be omitted, as they were more relevant to
part (b).

•

(b) The candidate could develop the response with specific examples of the theme(s) identified in the lives of
Muslims today. General themes and actions for Muslims, such as showing patience, could be elaborated in more
detail. Actions could be more clearly linked to the passage, so a relevant example other than forgiveness might be
identified.
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Example Candidate Response – low

Examiner comments
The main theme stated in the
specification is God’s relationship
with the created world. The qualities
of God have some relevance.
This answer could be improved
by focusing more closely on the
specified main theme first.
Some description of the
qualities of God is given here, and
some are relevant to this passage.
The candidate’s response reads
as a general description of some
Islamic beliefs about God. To make
this more relevant, specific evidence
from the passage should be used
to focus on a main theme(s) which
should be clearly stated.
The candidate comments on
Muslims’ lack of understanding
about the Day of Judgment.
Although the passage mentions the
Day of Judgment, this answer needs
to more clearly explain the effects
on Muslim’s lives and actions today.
Judgemental comments
should be avoided. To improve, a
point could be made that Muslims
may inquire further about how to
understand the Day of Judgment
better and consider how to change
their lifestyles with this in mind.
The candidate begins to
describe information about the
passage, but more information
needs to be given.
The candidate needs to be more
specific. The actions of Muslims
today could be clearly stated
and linked to the theme(s) in the
passage, Sura 108. The ‘straight
way’ is mentioned in Sura 1, not
Sura 108, so it is important to be
clear about which passage is being
referred to and not confuse them.
Mark for (a) = 1 out of 4
Mark for (b) = 0 out of 4
Total mark awarded =
1 out of 8
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How the candidate could have improved their answer
•

(a) The candidate’s answer could be improved by focusing on the specified theme(s) and evidencing it clearly
from the passages. The candidate could be more specific and write less about beliefs in general and more about
the themes given in these particular extracts. What is written could be explained more clearly.

•

(b) The candidate’s response could clearly identify which passages are being referred to in which part of the
answer, taking care not to confuse the two. Specific examples could be given to improve the answer and it could
be written and expressed more clearly.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
•

(a) Some candidates paraphrased the passage, or copied directly from the passage, which did not address the
need to explain it. Candidates should ensure they use their own words.
A common mistake was that candidates wrote about the passage rather than clearly identify the theme(s). This
might be addressed by practising writing opening sentences which directly name and begin to explain a theme.
Some candidates mentioned themes not directly associated with the particular passage.
Another common mistake was to identify the oneness of God, tawhid, as the theme for all passages. It is relevant
to most passages but not all. This could be addressed by candidates learning the main themes for the passages
specified in the syllabus, and adding to them only where a theme can be evidenced in the particular passage.

•

(b) Repeating the main themes from part (a) was a common mistake. Part (b) was about the application of those
theme(s) in the lives of Muslims today. Only brief mention needed to be made of the themes themselves: the main
focus should have been on AO2 (Understanding), as shown in Muslims' lives nowadays.
Lack of specific examples from today’s world was a common mistake, since this does not allow a candidate to
sufficiently develop their answer. Examples should be given from the lives of Muslims today to give evidence of a
candidate’s understanding.
Generalisation was another common mistake, such as by writing similar, general answers to both passages about
obeying God or following the Five Pillars of Islam. Specific examples, linked to the theme(s) identified needed to
be given, rather than writing about Islamic practices in general.
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Question 2
Example Candidate Response – high

Examiner comments
The candidate begins by
launching in to the story of Adam
with a Qur’anic reference. Whilst
this is relevant, the start to this
essay might be improved by
outlining the relationship between
God and his Messengers, the belief
in Messengers (risalah) and which
two Messengers will be chosen in
the response.
This part of the answer is
descriptive and accurate. A relevant
passage from the Qur’an is quoted.
This could be improved by relating
each factual and descriptive point to
the relationship between God and
his Messengers and explaining what
can be learned from the story.
Where the candidate mentions
that God helps his Messengers and
they were appointed vicegerents,
these points could feature more
prominently and be further
explained. The role of vicegerent
could be explained.
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued

Examiner comments

Adam’s disobedience and God’s
forgiveness is covered well. A short
quotation or reference to this in the
Qur’an might further improve this
answer.

Jesus’ miracles and God’s
role as gifting them is accurately
described here. This might be
improved by starting the paragraph
with the general point about the
relationship between God and the
Messengers: that all power comes
from God and it is in his gift to help
the Messengers.

This clarifies that in the Islamic
belief, Jesus is not regarded as a
son of God. It might be given more
prominence in the answer.
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued

Examiner comments

This part accurately covers the
fourth point in the mark scheme
about Jesus with the inclusion of a
relevant quotation from the Qur’an.
The candidate achieves a
Level 4 response, which is the
highest level of response. They
could achieve a slightly higher
mark by focusing a little more on
the relationship in the structure
of the essay, such as by putting
explanations about it first, then
writing the descriptive points which
back up the general points made.
Here the link between a
situation regarding Prophet Adam
and what Muslims today can learn,
is made.
This paragraph could be
improved by developing the
answer further, such as by giving
an example of situations in which
Muslims might ask for forgiveness
nowadays.
A second clear link between the
experience of a Messenger in times
of difficulty and what Muslims today
can learn from it.
Again, the candidate might
improve their answer by adding one
or two examples for the second type
of difficulty they have identified.
Mark for (a) = 8 out of 10
Mark for (b) = 3 out of 4

Total mark awarded =
11 out of 14

How the candidate could have improved their answer
•

(a) The candidate could begin by outlining in general about the relationship between God and his Messengers;
the belief in Messengers (risalah) and identifying which two Messengers will be chosen in this answer. In the
main part of the essay, explanatory points about the relationship could be given a little more prominence than the
descriptive parts.

•

(b) The candidate could add specific examples for each of the two difficult situations they identify, regarding what
Muslims today can learn from the examples of Messengers.
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Example Candidate Response – middle

Examiner comments

A general introductory
paragraph is given which mentions
Messengers and gives a relevant
quotation from the Qur’an. It could
be made a little more specific and
the names of the two who will be
chosen in this answer identified.

The description of the story
of Adam with a relevant Qur’anic
quotation is given. The focus of
the candidate’s response is quite
descriptive.
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued

Examiner comments

A relevant reference is given. It
could be used further by explaining
that this shows a relationship such
as student and teacher or master
and servant.

This paragraph is packed with
detail. A little more explanation to
unpack it, such as the negation of
associating partners besides God
(shirk) would help to improve the
paragraph.

Reference to Muslims today
should be the focus of part (b) and
is not relevant to this part of the
answer, so would be better omitted.
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued

Examiner comments

It is not clear what point is
being made by ‘thorny bushes’ perhaps a test of faith or part of
the story towards the end of Jesus’
life. It needs to be explained more
carefully, if included.

The link between the story of
Adam and Muslims today avoiding
temptations is successfully made.
It could be developed further by
following this through with a specific
example relevant to Muslims today.

This quotation might refer to
God’s predestination rather than
forgiveness. It might be further
explained if relevant or perhaps
omitted.

Islamic beliefs and the
importance of patience are
explained. This could be related
back to the lessons learned from
Messengers at times of difficulty to
address the focus of the question.
Mark for (a) = 5 out of 10
Mark for (b) = 3 out of 4

Total mark awarded =
8 out of 14

How the candidate could have improved their answer
•

(a) The candidate might improve the opening paragraph by getting more to the point. During the main body of the
essay the candidate could give more prominence to the relationship between God and his Messengers and deploy
the description of the stories given to support this.

•

(b) The second half of the paragraph could be improved by linking it more closely and specifically to lessons
learned in times of difficulty by God’s Messengers. The candidate might check that quotations included are
relevant and if so, carefully explained or if not, omitted.
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Example Candidate Response – low

Examiner comments

A general introductory
paragraph is given which mentions
Messengers and gives a relevant
quotation from the Qur’an. It could
be made a little more specific and
the names of the two who will be
chosen in this answer identified.

Part of the story of Adam is
given and this part could be further
detailed, particularly events after
eating the forbidden fruit and what
this shows about the relationship
between God and Adam.

The candidate mistakenly refers
to Adam here, whereas the rest of
the paragraph makes it clear that
the candidate is referring to Ibrahim.
It is important to be accurate.

The story of Ibrahim is
somewhat confused, possibly with
the story of Musa. Again, accuracy
is important.
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued

Examiner comments

Reference to a relevant
passage is implied here but not
specifically given. A quotation and
an explanation about the importance
of learning and working out signs
from God by his Messengers, in this
case Ibrahim, would improve the
answer.

A general point about difficulties
faced by Ibrahim and Adam, is
made. This could be improved by
being more specific about difficult
situations Messengers faced and
how they dealt with them.
Patience is identified. This
could be further explained and
exemplified.
Mark for (a) = 3 out of 10
Mark for (b) = 1 out of 4

Total mark awarded =
4 out of 14

How the candidate could have improved their answer
•

(a) The candidate could be more accurate and specific in the description of stories of Adam and Ibrahim, taking
care not to confuse the Messengers. One or two more quotations would improve this answer, with some more
explanation about what the stories mean in terms of the relationship between God and Messengers, such as the
reason for giving signs to Ibrahim.

•

(b) The difficult situations faced by Messengers could be further explained and the points which Muslims might
learn from them specifically identified. The point about patience could be elaborated upon and examples given
about how this might apply in the lives of Muslims today.
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Common mistakes candidates made in this question
•

(a) Some candidates wrote about general Islamic teachings, or mixed up the Qur’an and Hadith, whereas
the question asked them to refer specifically to the Qur’an. Candidates mistook the focus of the question and
answered it as if it was a question about themes in set passages. The syllabus refers to: ‘the major themes of
the Qur’an as contained both in the passages set for special study and in other similar passages’ so the focus of
candidates’ responses should be on the theme of God’s relationship with his Messengers, with evidence drawn
from passages in the Qur’an.
Some candidates wrote about stories and events in the set passages about the Messengers, rather than drawing
out the relationship between God and the Messengers chosen from those stories.
Some candidates wrote about Muhammad (pbuh) or other Messengers, rather than those specified in the
question.

•

(b) A common mistake was to describe difficulties instead of focusing on the Messengers’ reaction to those
difficulties.
Some candidates described aspects of difficulties faced by Messengers without relating these to the lives of
Muslims today.
Many candidates made generalisations without giving specific examples to demonstrate understanding.
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Question 3
Example Candidate Response – high

Examiner comments

A general introductory
paragraph is given which mentions
Messengers and gives a relevant
quotation from the Qur’an. It could
be made a little more specific and
the names of the two who will be
chosen in this answer identified.

A relevant quotation is given. A
little more could be added about the
context of this, such as the warning
sent through Angel Jibril.
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued

Examiner comments
The candidate could mention
here that Ali slept in the Prophet's
(pbuh) bed, and the context of
this, as in the first point in the mark
scheme for this question.

The page covers a great deal
of detail and could be improved
by splitting into paragraphs. Each
paragraph might cover a stage in
events: the plot in Makka, Cave
Thawr then Quba. Good use of
paragraphs, each with a clear
subject, indented at the beginning
with a line break between each,
shows evidence of ‘expertise’ in
writing an answer, a characteristic of
a Level 4 response.
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued

Examiner comments

The hijra ends here, so the
answer does not need to go into
detail of the construction of the
Prophet’s mosque in Madina and
could be improved by ending at this
point.

The first paragraph is
generalised and confused. The first
Muslims could not openly worship
in Makka but could in Madina. If
this was made clear, it would have
improved the candidate’s response.

These points are partly relevant,
but note that the functions of the
first mosques in Quba and Madina
developed over time and some
aspects were not part of their first
uses.
This candidate’s response
could be improved by focusing
more on how the first mosques
were a symbol of religious freedom
and enabled the Muslims to pray
openly together. These points are
emphasised as a main focus in the
mark scheme.
Mark for (a) = 8 out of 10
Mark for (b) = 2 out of 4

Total mark awarded =
10 out of 14
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How the candidate could have improved their answer
•

(a) The candidate could have improved this answer by organising into paragraphs, each with a clear function
representing a stage in the hijra. A clear start and end point to the hijra should have been defined, with less
attention given to events which are before and after. The role of Ali, who provided a decoy by sleeping on the bed
of the Prophet (pbuh), could be included.

•

(b) The candidate could have improved the answer by focusing specifically on the functions of the first mosques
in their early period, rather than the general functions of mosques as they developed later. The importance of
religious freedom, praying openly and in congregation which inspired the fledgling community of believers, could
be made the main focus of the response rather than other aspects of the functions of mosques.
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Example Candidate Response – middle

Examiner comments

Some events are correctly
referred to, such as Ali sleeping in
the Prophet's (pbuh) bed, but they
could be more clearly described. For
example, reference could be made
to the specific warning sent through
Jibril and more details given about
the plot to attack, which was actually
a plot to assassinate Muhammad
(pbuh).
A new paragraph should have
been started here to explain the
Cave Thawr, the next stage in the
hijra journey.

A little more detail could be
given here and perhaps reference
to a quotation which would
demonstrate evidence of expertise
and thorough knowledge.
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued

Examiner comments

The answer could include the
events in Quba, including founding
the mosque there.

The establishment of communal
prayers openly addresses the main
focus of the mark scheme for this
question.

Safe space and community at
peace are relevant points which
might be elaborated in more detail.
An important feature of the first
mosques was to show the that
communal worship of God was to
be the focal point primary
importance. Explaining this context
would help showing thoroughness
and expertise in the answer which
might improve it sufficiently to reach
a higher level of response.
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued

Examiner comments

This part of the answer could
be omitted because it is about life
in Madina after arrival, not the hijra
journey itself.
Mark for (a) = 4 out of 10
Mark for (b) = 3 out of 4

Total mark awarded =
7 out of 14

How the candidate could have improved their answer
•

(a) The answer could be more clearly structured in paragraphs, and more included about events in Quba. Events,
such as Ali sleeping in Prophet's bed (pbuh), could be described more clearly and in more detail. The candidate
could further improve the response by referring to the specific warning sent through Jibril about the Makkans plot
to assassinate Muhammad (pbuh).

•

(b) The candidate’s response identified the main points of the mark scheme but could elaborate in more detail to
demonstrate thoroughness of understanding and expertise. The candidate could explain that this was the first time
the community could openly pray Friday prayers together, which helped them to gain confidence and establish
regular practice. The point identified about peace might also be further expanded, as Muhammad’s (pbuh)
leadership reconciled factions in the city of Madina and mosques as places of peace and reconciliation were a
feature of this which helped bind the ties of brotherhood in the community.
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Example Candidate Response – low

Examiner comments

It could be clarified here that
the Prophet (pbuh) received a
message through Angel Jibril that it
was time for him to leave for his own
protection, rather than simply the
suggestion of a companion.

This part of the response could
be improved by describing events
more clearly and in more detail.
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued

Examiner comments
Events in Cave Thawr could be
described in more detail to improve
this answer.

This paragraph could be more
clearly written, as it is unclear to the
examiner what is being referred to.

Quba is mentioned. The name
of the companion and where they
went might be added; ‘home’ might
be corrected or explained as they
were on the journey at this point.
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued

Examiner comments
A general function of the
mosque is identified, which might
be improved by making this specific
to the time of the first mosques, as
required in the question.

A second general function of a
mosque is identified.
Mark for (a) = 2 out of 10
Mark for (b) = 1 out of 4

Total mark awarded =
3 out of 14

How the candidate could have improved their answer
(a) The response could be improved by being clearer about events and more precise with the details given. The
suggestion to leave Makka and move to Madina came through Angel Jibril so that could be added in the response.
Events in Cave Thawr could be elaborated upon. Events at Quba could be clarified and added to. One or two relevant
quotes from the Qur’an might be added to further develop this response.
(b) This response could be improved by referring specifically to the first mosques in Quba and Madina and their
significance in the establishment of congregational prayer and freedom of worship for the first Muslims. General
functions of mosques need to be clarified and made specific to improve this answer.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
•

(a) Candidates wrote about a long period leading up to the migration, rather than focusing on the migration itself.
Some included reference to other migrations, including the migrations to Abyssinia, and other parties of Muslims
who migrated separately to Madina, but the focus of this question was the Prophet’s migration.
Many candidates omitted reference to Jibril who delivered God’s permission or migration to the Prophet (pbuh)
and they also omitted reference to the Qur’an. This made it much more difficult for those candidates to gain a
Level 4 mark since the mark scheme begins with the Makkan plot and Jibril’s message, and Level 4 responses are
‘thorough’ and ‘likely to quote Qur’an verses and Hadiths to support and illustrate points made’.
A common mistake was to continue writing about the foundation of the mosque and building of the Prophet’s
(pbuh) compound there, but these events go beyond the scope of this question.

•

(b) Description of the events of building the first mosques rather than discussion of their significance was a
common mistake. Many candidates wrote about the importance of mosques in current times in general, rather
than the first mosques in Quba and Madina.
Some candidates wrote very short answers and did not justify their reasons. Note that the command word in the
question was ‘why’, so justification of the significance was required.
Some candidates saw the construction of mosques on their own and made the mistake of not including the
significance within the Prophet’s (pbuh) tasks as a whole and the historical development of Islam in Madina.
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Question 4
Example Candidate Response – high

Examiner comments

This short, introductory
paragraph could be improved by
being written in a more concise,
tighter way. It is not necessary to
write ‘there were several events’ as
this is obvious from the rest of the
paragraph, so this may be omitted.
The words ‘last year of his life’ need
not be repeated several times.
Writing more concisely helps to
demonstrate expertise, a quality of
a Level 4 response, since it shows
that the candidate is able to select
and focus on the most important
points.

Adding a short, relevant
quotation might help improve this
paragraph. It is not necessary to
include them in all paragraphs but
they do show evidence that features
in the levels of response descriptor
for AO1 Level 4, listed in the
syllabus.
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued

Examiner comments

Several different subjects are
included in one long paragraph
about the Prophet’s (pbuh) last
sermon. This could be improved
by splitting into shorter paragraphs
with a different subject in each: one
could be on religious commitments
like the Five Pillars and another on
women’s rights.
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued

Examiner comments

This answer contains great
detail and is quite long; writing
more concisely might improve
the candidate’s overall response
because more time would then be
available to complete part (b).
The candidate identifies
‘brotherhood’ as the most
important teaching and gives some
justification in light of today. The
justification could be exemplified
and explained in more detail.
The response identifies one
teaching, and could be improved
by introducing a measure of
comparison with another. This would
show further understanding and help
to attain a higher level of response.
Mark for (a) = 10 out of 10
Mark for (b) = 3 out of 4

Total mark awarded =
13 out of 14

How the candidate could have improved their answer
•

(a) The candidate could have written more concisely, particularly in the opening paragraph, and in the response
as a whole, to enable more time and attention to be spent on part (b). Quotations were given and one or two could
have been added earlier on in the answer to balance coverage overall.

•

(b) More detail and examples could be given about situations today where Muslims might need to apply the
Prophet’s (pbuh) teaching from his last sermon about ‘brotherhood’, to demonstrate mature and thorough
understanding of the identified teaching. A measure of comparison with other teachings, and why the candidate
considered ‘brotherhood’ more important, could further improve this response.
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Example Candidate Response – middle

Examiner comments

Greater precision would
improve this response. The
conquest of Makka came earlier;
growing numbers of followers is a
general point which could be pinned
down with specific examples.

The farewell pilgrimage itself
came within the last year of the
Prophet’s life so the details of this
could be given to improve this
answer.

When making quotations, these
could be improved by clearly stating
where and who they are quoted
from. Opening and closing quotation
marks should be used so that the
marker can see where the reference
begins and ends.
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued

Examiner comments

It could be explained that
the Prophet (pbuh) was making
clear his teachings for the future
but this was not the first moment
when he introduced rights for the
downtrodden; it was to ensure this
approach, which he had established
through years of leadership in
Madina, continued.

More detail could be given
about what happened in his
apartment and the support of his
wives and close companions in the
last couple of weeks of his life.
Regular prayer is identified as
the most important teaching; a brief
quotation or exact reference to the
Prophet’s (pbuh) words from his last
sermon could improve the start of
this paragraph.
The answer could be improved
by refining the arguments and
giving specific examples while
avoiding emotive or judgemental
expressions.
Mark for (a) = 5 out of 10
Mark for (b) = 3 out of 4

Total mark awarded =
8 out of 14

How the candidate could have improved their answer
•

(a) Greater precision about the use of quotations would have helped to improve this response, as well as clarity
about references to a universal charter of rights and the timing of the conquest of Makka. More detail could be
given about the farewell pilgrimage in the first part of this response. In the last paragraph, events in the Prophet’s
apartments and the support of his wives and close companions during the last couple of weeks of his life could be
added to further improve this candidate’s response.

•

(b) Add a brief quotation of the command to establish regular prayer from the Prophet’s (pbuh) last sermon to
begin this response. The candidate could further improve the answer by adding a measure of comparison with
other teachings in the last sermon, to explain why offering regular prayer, this candidate’s chosen teaching, is the
most important in their opinion.
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Example Candidate Response – low

Examiner comments

The candidate needs to be
precise in identifying events only in
the last year of the Prophet’s (pbuh)
life, and leaving out these details
which are background events from
well before the last year.
Years are mentioned but not
correctly related to the question,
which requires the last year of the
Prophet’s (pbuh) life, 10AH.
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued

Examiner comments

The relevant part of the answer
begins here. The farewell pilgrimage
could be covered in much more
detail to improve this answer.

One relevant quotation is
given here. More could be added
to improve the detail and depth of
knowledge demonstrated in this
response.

A teaching clearly identifiable
from the Prophet’s (pbuh) last
sermon needs to be the focus of
this question. This candidate could
improve their response by choosing
one, instead of making general
comments about the importance of
preaching Islam.
Giving rights might apply to
part of the sermon. To be credited
for this reference, the candidate
needs to be clearer about which
teaching from the last sermon they
are referring to, such as by quoting
it, rather than referring to rights in
general.
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued

Examiner comments
Mark for (a) = 3 out of 10
Mark for (b) = 0 out of 4

Total mark awarded =
3 out of 14

How the candidate could have improved their answer
•

(a) The candidate needed to be more precise about when events took place and leave out of the response
earlier events. Greater precision should have been used with regards to dates, and more details from the
farewell pilgrimage and last sermon should have been added to improve this candidate’s response.

•

(b) The candidate needed to clearly identify a teaching from the last sermon, rather than a general Islamic
teaching, such as by quoting one. This answer could have been improved to gain more marks by adding clarity
and being specific in reference to a teaching.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
•

(a) Some candidates confused events with earlier events in the life of Muhammad (pbuh). A common mistake was
to write about events leading up to the conquest of Makka, which came some years earlier.
A mistake made by some was to omit either the farewell pilgrimage or the last sermon; many candidates covered
one or the other but not both.
Some candidates omitted or gave little reference to events in the Prophet’s (pbuh) household with the support of
his wives and close companions in the last few weeks of his life.
General teachings and quotations about Islamic teachings were sometimes confused with specific teachings from
the last sermon. A common mistake was not being precise enough in this regard.

•

(b) A common mistake was to omit reference to the last sermon and refer to the Prophet’s (pbuh) teachings in
general.
A misconception was that the last sermon introduced new rights and duties, whereas in reality it consolidated
those already introduced throughout the life and ministry of Muhammad (pbuh).
The candidates either gave a long list of teachings without any evaluation or listed some general principles of
Islam not even covered by the sermon or presented arguments that were not adequate.
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