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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 2

Introduction
The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge O Level Global Perspectives
2069, and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high and low) relate to the subject’s curriculum
and assessment objectives.
In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen from June 2018 scripts to exemplify a range of answers.
For each question, the response is annotated with a clear explanation of where and why marks were awarded or
omitted. This is followed by examiner comments on how the answer could have been improved. In this way, it is
possible for you to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they could do to improve their
answers. There is also a list of common mistakes candidates made in their answers for each question.
This document provides illustrative examples of candidate work with examiner commentary. These help teachers to
assess the standard required to achieve marks beyond the guidance of the mark scheme.
The questions and mark schemes and pre-release material used here are available to download from the School
Support Hub. These files are:

June 2018 Component 02 Mark Scheme
Past exam resources and other teacher support materials are available on the School Support Hub:
www.cambridgeinternational.org/support
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1
Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

How to use this booklet

This booklet goes1(c)
through the paper one question at a time, showing you the high- and low-level response for each
Question
question. The candidate answers are set in a table. In the left-hand column are the candidate answers, and in the

Question 1(c)

right-hand column are the examiner comments.

Example
Candidate
Response
–Question
high – high
Example
Candidate
Response
1(c), high
Example
Candidate –
Response

Examiner
Comments
Examiner
comments
Examiner
Comments

11 The
candidate
clearly clearly
identifies identifies
The
candidate
the most significant cause
the
most
significant
cause
of globalisation as improved
of
globalisation
as
improved
transportation.

1

1

transportation.

2 A first reason is suggested

2

2

–2international travel in shorter
A first reason is suggested
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3

– international travel in shorter

3periods
A secondof
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time.is suggested

4

3

5

4

5

Answers are by real candidates in exam conditions.
These show you the types of answers for each level.
Discuss and analyse the answers with your learners in
the classroom to improve their skills.

– improved transportation

encourages
sharing are
of ideas and
Examiner
3 Acomments
second
reason
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culture.
alongside
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answers.
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– improved transportation
explain
where
and why
marksof ideas and
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sharing
A
third reason
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suggested
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This
helps
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culture.
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to interpret
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Cambridge
4 A third reason is suggested
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5– The
goods
and
services
candidate
three can be
their exam
technique.
credible
reasons away
for the selection
sent farther
in the world (in
of improved transportation
trade).
as the most significant cause
of globalisation. These are
5 The candidate gives
undeveloped.

three
credible reasons for the selection
The candidate also uses a wide range of relevant sources of information and discusses these;
analysingtransportation
the causes
of improved
Total
mark awarded
=
and consequences of animal testing, but without explicitly comparing the causes or consequences.
The
candidate
3as
outthe
of 3most significant cause
could have compared the causes to see which is the most significant or compared the consequences
to seeThese
which isare
of globalisation.
the most likely.
undeveloped.

How the candidate could have improved their answer

How the candidate could have improved their answer
•
•

This
section
explains
how the marks
candidate
could
The response met all the criteria for Level 3 and is
therefore
awarded
the maximum
of Level
3 – 3.
have
improved
each
answer.
This
helps
you
to thereby
The candidate could improve this response by explaining one or more of the reasons
in more
detail,
Totalgiven
mark
awarded
=
exams and
making some developed points in their argument.interpret the standard of Cambridge
3 out of 3
helps your learners to refine their exam technique.

How the candidate could have improved their answer
•
•

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

The response met all the criteria for Level 3 and is therefore awarded the maximum marks of Level 3 – 3.
Too many
courses
of action
that are
based onby
theexplaining
analysis and
information
and are
not developed;
The
candidate
could
improve
thisnot
response
one
or morepresented,
of the reasons
given
in more detail, thereb
stating how they might help to resolve the issue under investigation.
making some developed points in their argument.
Lack of flow, sometimes due to inappropriate sub-headings, but often as a result of lack of planning each paragraph
and how it contributes to the whole report.
Often candidates were not awarded
marks because they misread or
misinterpreted the questions.

Lists the common mistakes candidates made
in answering each question. This will help your
learners to avoid these mistakes and give them
the best chance of achieving the available marks.
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Individual Report
Example Candidate Response – high

Examiner comments

1

1 The question could be more
explicit. For example, a better
question might be: ‘Is animal
testing ever justified?’. However,
the candidate does keep focus on
the question and does answer it
in the ‘Personal Perspective and
Conclusion’ section of the report.
2 The candidate has determined

the parameters here by
introducing for and against animal
testing argument.

2
3

3 This type of statement
prepares the reader for the rest of
the content and helps the report to
meet the assessment criteria for
AO3.

4

5
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4 The reasons for animal testing
with analysis of some supporting
evidence.

5 There is in-depth analysis
of some consequences. The
consequences are explained but
there is no direct comparison of
the consequences. For example,
the candidate could analyse which
consequence is most likely or
most severe.
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued

Examiner comments
6 There is evidence here
of global perspectives for
and against animal testing
with evidence to support the
perspectives.

6

7 The candidate could have
explained why there was a drop.

7

8 The candidate uses the
language of perspectives;
welcomed, accepted, agreed,
supported, etc.

8

10

11

9 These are local/national
perspectives but could have been
developed further.

9

10 Use of sub-headings such
12

as this one are helpful for the
structure and flow of the report.
This report is well-structured and
the candidate comes back to
answer the question so Level 5 is
awarded for AO3.

11 A global organisation and their

perspective.

13

12 A global perspective in support

of animal testing supported by
scientists.

13 Some analysis of reasons
14

for animal testing here. There
is analysis of causes and
consequences in some places but
this is not consistent throughout
the report, so Level 4 is awarded
for AO1(analysis of causes and
consequences).

14 This paragraph is mostly

clear, but the candidate might
have added something in their
own words to state Lin’s position,
and make it clear that she is
against animal testing. The
communication of arguments,
perspectives etc. is therefore
Level 2, as the argument the
candidate is making is not clear
and effective as a whole.
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued

Examiner comments
15 This is a clear paragraph

but might have been more
effective if the candidate had
added something like ‘So, we
can see from this evidence that
experimenting on animals is
unnecessary’.

15

16 The candidate has described

16
17

18
19

20

animal testing law in Hong
Kong. However, they have not
developed this to propose a
course of action to improve
the issue of animal testing.
Candidates need to propose a
well-developed course of action
to improve the issue their report
is focused on. This section of the
report scores Level 1 for AO1
(courses of action) as the course
of action proposed is limited.

17 The candidate could have

evaluated the sources when they
were used/analysed instead of
having a separate section.

18 This section counts as one

appropriate and developed
point of evaluation, showing
understanding of the term
‘potential bias’.

19 This is a second appropriate

and developed point of evaluation
showing understanding of
‘opinion’.

20 There are three appropriate

and developed points of
evaluation here so Level 5 is
awarded for AO1 (evaluation of
sources of information).
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued

Examiner comments
21 Throughout the report, the

21

22

candidate has analysed a
balanced range of information
from two different global
perspectives (one for, and one
against animal testing). They
have also analysed information
from local/national perspectives
but this was less developed.
Overall this is enough for Level
5 for AO1 (analysis of different
perspectives).

22 The candidate states their
23

stance before the research
and has thoughtfully reflected
on their position now, which
is developed, referring to the
research undertaken. There is
therefore some evidence and
reasoning, so Level 4 is awarded
for AO2. To achieve Level 5, they
should have also reflect on how
the different perspectives they
have researched or their analysis
of causes and consequences
has impacted upon their personal
perspective.

24

23 The section entitled ‘Courses

of Action’ states what courses
of actions have some countries
taken. Here the candidate
proposes their own solution that
has some development, so Level
4 is awarded for AO1 (the course
of action).

24 There is a lack of citation here.

The candidate should have added
the source details (author, date)
as they have done previously.
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued

Examiner comments
25 The list of sources is complete.

25

Citations are consistent so Level 5
is awarded for AO3 (citation and
referencing).

Mark for AO1 = 32 out of 40
Mark for AO2 = 4 out of 5
Mark for AO3 = 13 out of 15
Total mark = 49 out of 60
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How the candidate could have improved their answer
•

•

•

•
•

•

The candidate could have made their question more specific; for example, changing it to, ‘Is it acceptable in the
21st Century to use animals for experimentation?’. It is clear from the personal reflection and conclusion that the
candidate is against animal testing and the candidate answered the question posed. The question as it stands did
help the candidate to develop the different perspectives (global and national/local), which were explicit, but the
global perspective is more developed than the national/local perspective. To improve, the candidate could have
added more comparison in perspectives between Hong Kong and China.
The candidate used a wide range of relevant sources of information and discussed these to analyse the causes
and consequences of animal testing, but without explicitly comparing the causes or consequences. The candidate
could have compared the causes to conclude which is the most significant or compared the consequences to
conclude which is the most likely.
The candidate outlined a course of action that is taken by Hong Kong in the section entitled: ‘Courses of
Action’. This alone would only have achieved Level 1. However this information was referred to later and the
candidate developed it to propose a course of action (revise and improve legislation to protect animals) which
had some development of how the course of action might work to resolve the issue of causing harm to animals
by experimenting on them. To improve this course of action, the candidate could have drawn on their analysis of
the consequences of animal testing. For example, the candidate could have developed their discussion about
the negative effects that animals suffer during experimentation into course of action, arguing that the improved
legislation should limit some of these negative effects.
The candidate did a good job of evaluating sources used. However, the explanation was not clear and did not
demonstrate understanding.
The reflection showed how the candidate’s personal perspective was developed. They stated what their stance
was before undertaking the research and linked their developed perspective to the research undertaken. The
response would have gained level 5 if the candidate had also taken into account the perspectives explored.
The report was well-structured and logical, although some sub-headings didn’t always encourage the flow of the
report.
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Example Candidate Response – low

Examiner comments
1 This question does not
enable the candidate to reach an
answer after considering different
perspectives. It is also difficult
to see how all the assessment
criteria might be covered. For
example, AO1 (course of action)
can not be addressed. A better
question might be: ‘Are children
negatively affected by changes in
family circumstances?’. A course
of action might therefore suggest
how to prevent children from being
negatively affected by changes in
family circumstances.

1

2

3
4

2 The candidate identifies some
consequences of family structure
on a child’s development.
3 There is some analysis of
causes and consequences here.

5

4 The list of sources should be
in a reference list at the end of
the report, with the full references
rather than just the URLs.

5 There is some analysis of
causes and consequence here,
and the candidate identifies family
structure as a significant cause of
future unemployment and crime.
This meets the Level 2 criteria for
AO1 (causes and consequences).

6

7

6 There is a view on the issue
here but it is not a local, national
or global perspective.

7 There is analysis of a range
of relevant information, including
different viewpoints. This is
just enough to meet Level 3 for
AO1 (information from different
perspectives).

Cambridge O Level Global Perspective 2069
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued

Examiner comments
8 The candidate discusses their
research, but does not evaluate
the sources they have used. This
is indicative of level 0 for AO1
(evaluation of sources).
8

9 The heading states ‘National

Perspectives’ but there is no
national/local perspective
developed under the heading. The
report could have looked at how a
national/local organisation views
the issue, giving evidence to
support this view. For example, a
research done by an organisation
which supports the hypothesis
that children brought up in oneparent families are more likely
to go on to commit crimes like
burglary than those brought up
with both parents.

9

10 There is some structure,

10

shown by the sub-headings and
the flow, but the report is difficult
to follow at times, such as in
this paragraph. This is indicative
of level 2 for AO3. Some of the
argument made, is clear and
some is not which is indicative of
level 2 for AO3.

11

12

13
14

11 No course of action is stated

or proposed, so Level 0 for AO1
(course of action) is awarded.

12 There is a statement of

what the candidate’s personal
perspective, which is indicative of
Level 1 for AO2.

13 The candidate has given some

justification for their personal
perspective about the issue, which
is indicative of level 2 for AO2.

14 There is no reference list, just

a short list of website URLs earlier
in the report, which is indicative of
Level 1 for AO3.
Mark for AO1 = 10 out of 40
Mark for AO2 = 2 out of 5
Mark for AO3 =5 out of 15
Total mark = 17 out of 60
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How the candidate could have improved their answer
•

•

•

•

•

•

The candidate should have improved their report question. This type of question does not enable the candidate to
reflect on their personal perspective; explaining whether this has developed or changed in light of their research
and the perspectives explored. Although issues of youngsters committing crimes or becoming unemployed due
to changes in family structure are discussed, the question does not enable the candidate to propose a course of
action to resolve an issue. A better question could have highlighted the issue within it. For example, ‘Is a change
in family structure responsible for teenage crime?’. Teenage crime is clearly identified as an issue, there is scope
for different perspectives and a course of action might be proposed to help ensure that teenage crime is not a
consequence of a change in family structure. The candidate could also answer the question after consideration of
the research and analysis done and the perspectives explored.
The report did not contain perspectives about the issue, rather it analysed some relevant information and gave
some viewpoints. Changing the question would have enabled the candidate to give two distinct perspectives;
whether changes in family structure are responsible for teenage crime, or whether they are not. The candidate
might have developed a global perspective arguing that changes in family structure are responsible for teenage
crime, using global evidence to support the argument including the perspective of a global organisation such
as UNICEF. The candidate might then have developed a national/local perspective in support of, or against the
argument that changes in family structure are not responsible for teenage crime.
The candidate used a small range of sources of information and discussed these, analysing the causes and
consequences of changes in family structure, but this was not in depth. The candidate might have explained further
why changes in family structure might lead to unemployment and crime and could further explain what these
changes in family structure are, according to the research done. Candidates also need to compare the causes/
consequences, for example, to determine which is the most significant or likely, etc. For example, a well-thought
out comparison of the consequences of divorce on a child and reaching a conclusion as to the most significant
consequence by using the research evidence, would have achieved 4 marks for this criterion.
The report included no source evaluation and no course of action was proposed. These two criteria amount to
20 out of 60 marks, which the candidate could not access. The candidate had enough words left to meet these
assessment criteria as the report was considerably less than the 2000 word maximum.
The reflection was made of the candidate’s opinion and reasons for this opinion, but it did not relate to the
research undertaken. It also did not refer to any development or change in the candidate’s perspective, which was
necessary to achieve Levels 4 and 5.
There was some structure to the report. The candidate used some sub-headings, which sometimes helped the
reader to understand the arguments the candidate was making.
Candidates can structure the report more effectively by following the assessment criteria i.e. question,
perspectives, analysis and comparison of cause and consequence, course of action and reflection.
Evaluation of sources could happen within the personal reflection as candidates explore how and why their
personal perspective has developed or changed, referring to, for example, the reliability or validity of particular
sources. Each paragraph should be clear and communicate what the candidate intends it to communicate so
that arguments, cause and consequences and perspectives are clear. A full reference list of the sources cited
is needed. In this report, it is unclear who wrote the article for the National Institute of Health and when. This
information needs to be added in brackets in the report as a citation. The full reference including author, date, title
of article, website address and date accessed by the candidate need to be included in a reference list.
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Common mistakes candidates made in this question
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A research question which is too difficult to answer, too vague or too specific to one country.
Lack of an issue in the research question.
Failing to cover one or more of the assessment criteria, notably AO1: Course of action, and AO1: Source
evaluation.
Lack of global and national perspectives. Information about countries or from sources of information were given,
rather than building up a global and national/local perspective using different information sources.
Lack of in-depth analysis.
Too many courses of action that were not based on the analysis and information presented, and were not
developed.
Lack of flow, sometimes due to inappropriate sub-headings, but often as a result of lack of planning each
paragraph and its contribution to the whole report.
Failure to show how research, analysis and perspectives impacted the candidate’s personal perspective.
Failure to cite sources of information in the report.
Lack of complete reference list, including author, date, title of article, website address, and date accessed by the
candidate.
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