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These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. They should be applied alongside the
specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these
marking principles.
GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1:
Marks must be awarded in line with:
•
•
•

the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question
the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question
the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2:
Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions).
GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3:
Marks must be awarded positively:
•
•
•
•
•

marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit is given for valid answers which go beyond the
scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, referring to your Team Leader as appropriate
marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do
marks are not deducted for errors
marks are not deducted for omissions
answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these features are specifically assessed by the
question as indicated by the mark scheme. The meaning, however, should be unambiguous.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4:
Rules must be applied consistently e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed instructions or in the application of generic level
descriptors.
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GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5:
Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question (however; the use of the full mark range may
be limited according to the quality of the candidate responses seen).
GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6:
Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should not be awarded with grade thresholds or
grade descriptors in mind.

Science-Specific Marking Principles
1

Examiners should consider the context and scientific use of any keywords when awarding marks. Although keywords may be present, marks
should not be awarded if the keywords are used incorrectly.

2

The examiner should not choose between contradictory statements given in the same question part, and credit should not be awarded for any
correct statement that is contradicted within the same question part. Wrong science that is irrelevant to the question should be ignored.

3

Although spellings do not have to be correct, spellings of syllabus terms must allow for clear and unambiguous separation from other syllabus
terms with which they may be confused (e.g. ethane / ethene, glucagon / glycogen, refraction / reflection).

4

The error carried forward (ecf) principle should be applied, where appropriate. If an incorrect answer is subsequently used in a scientifically
correct way, the candidate should be awarded these subsequent marking points. Further guidance will be included in the mark scheme where
necessary and any exceptions to this general principle will be noted.
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‘List rule’ guidance (see examples below)
For questions that require n responses (e.g. State two reasons …):
•
•
•
•
•

6

The response should be read as continuous prose, even when numbered answer spaces are provided
Any response marked ignore in the mark scheme should not count towards n
Incorrect responses should not be awarded credit but will still count towards n
Read the entire response to check for any responses that contradict those that would otherwise be credited. Credit should not be
awarded for any responses that are contradicted within the rest of the response. Where two responses contradict one another, this
should be treated as a single incorrect response
Non-contradictory responses after the first n responses may be ignored even if they include incorrect science.

Calculation specific guidance
Correct answers to calculations should be given full credit even if there is no working or incorrect working, unless the question states ‘show
your working’.
For questions in which the number of significant figures required is not stated, credit should be awarded for correct answers when rounded by
the examiner to the number of significant figures given in the mark scheme. This may not apply to measured values.
For answers given in standard form, (e.g. a × 10n) in which the convention of restricting the value of the coefficient (a) to a value between 1
and 10 is not followed, credit may still be awarded if the answer can be converted to the answer given in the mark scheme.
Unless a separate mark is given for a unit, a missing or incorrect unit will normally mean that the final calculation mark is not awarded.
Exceptions to this general principle will be noted in the mark scheme.

7

Guidance for chemical equations
Multiples / fractions of coefficients used in chemical equations are acceptable unless stated otherwise in the mark scheme.
State symbols given in an equation should be ignored unless asked for in the question or stated otherwise in the mark scheme.
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Answer

Marks

1(a)

cell membrane ;

1

1(b)

one mark per row:

4

feature

diffusion

osmosis

involves movement of water only



always involves movement across
a partially permeable membrane



movement is from a higher solute
concentration to a lower solute
concentration

()





requires energy from respiration
involves the movement of both
gases and solutes

active
transport



;;;;
1(c)
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3

any three from:
mouth / nose ;
larynx ;
trachea ;
bronchus / bronchi ;
bronchioles ;
alveolus / alveoli / alveolar wall ;
capillary / capillary wall ;
red blood cell ;
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Question

Answer

May/June 2020
Marks

2(a)

E;
C;
B;
C;
A;

5

2(b)

energy ;
jelly ;
fertilisation ;

3

2(c)(i)

mouse ;

1

2(c)(ii)

43 (µm) ;

1

horse ;

1

2(d)
Question

Answer

Marks

3(a)(i)

maltose ;

1

3(a)(ii)

32 (cm3) ;

1

3(b)

increased (volume of carbon dioxide) ;

1

3(c)

any two from:
bread-making ;
making, alcohol / ethanol ;
biofuels ;
AVP ;;

2
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3(d)

May/June 2020

Answer

Marks
4

similarities:
both release energy ;
both require glucose ;
both produce carbon dioxide ;
differences: ora throughout
anaerobic respiration does not requires oxygen ;
anaerobic respiration releases less energy (per glucose molecule) ;
anaerobic respiration in yeast produces ethanol ;
aerobic respiration in humans produces water ;

3(e)

glucose ; → lactic acid ;

2

Question
4(a)

Answer

Marks

one mark per row:

process

4

aeration

removal of large
solids

separates liquid
waste from solid
waste

production of
methane



screening




settlement



sludge treatment
trickle filters OR
activated sludge

uses
microorganisms




;;;;
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Answer

Marks

any two from:
prevent spread of disease ;
make safe for humans to use ;
prevent damage to the environment ;
ref. to pollution ;

2

Question

Answer

Marks

5(a)(i)

anther labelled ;
petal labelled ;
stigma labelled ;

3

5(a)(ii)

any two from:
(large) petals ;
stigma inside petals ;
anther inside petals ;
large stigma ;

2

one mark per row:

5

5(b)

feature

animal

plant

can respire





can grow






can make their own food
contain DNA





can respond to changes in
their environment




;;;;;
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Answer
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Marks

5(c)

any two from:
cell wall ;
chloroplast ;
(large) permanent vacuole ;
AVP ; e.g. starch grains

2

6(a)

electrical ;
neurones ;

2

6(b)

6(c)

hormone

gland

adrenaline ;

adrenal

insulin

pancreas ;

oestrogen

ovary ;

testosterone ;

testes

4

letter X drawn on one of the adrenal glands ;

1

6(d)(i)

any two from:
breasts grow ;
hips widen ;
menstruation ;

2

6(d)(ii)

growth of hair under armpit / growth of pubic hair ;

1

Question
7(a)
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Answer
any three from:
number of leaves increases for both ;
group 1 grew more leaves ;
number of leaves increases more rapidly in group 1 ;
data quote with day and number of leaves ;

Marks
3
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Question

Answer

May/June 2020
Marks

7(b)

A;
C;
D;

3

7(c)

(the) Sun ;

1
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Marks

8(a)(i)

any three from:
paper, has highest mass / is the most recycled material, in 2012 ;
cardboard, has highest mass / is the most recycled material, in 2017 ;
the mass of, paper / metal / plastic, have all decreased (from 2012 to 2017) ;
cardboard has increased (from 2012 to 2017) ;
higher total mass of materials recycled in 2012 than 2017 ;

3

8(a)(ii)

46.9 (%) ;;

2

8(b)(i)

any two from:
insecticides / pesticides ;
herbicides ;
AVP ;

2

8(b)(ii)

any two from:
methane ;
carbon dioxide ;
AVP ;

2

Question

Answer

Marks

9(a)

in this order vertically from the top:
receptor ;
relay neurone ;
effector / muscle / gland ;

3

9(b)

Reflex actions are automatic. ;
Reflex actions coordinate stimuli with responses. ;
Reflex actions involve the central nervous system. ;

3
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