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Generic Marking Principles 
 

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. 
They should be applied alongside the specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors 
for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these marking principles. 
 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1: 
 
Marks must be awarded in line with: 
 
• the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question 
• the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question
• the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2: 
 
Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3: 
 
Marks must be awarded positively: 
 
• marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit 

is given for valid answers which go beyond the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, 
referring to your Team Leader as appropriate 

• marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do 
• marks are not deducted for errors 
• marks are not deducted for omissions 
• answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these 

features are specifically assessed by the question as indicated by the mark scheme. The 
meaning, however, should be unambiguous. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4: 
 
Rules must be applied consistently e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed 
instructions or in the application of generic level descriptors. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5: 
 
Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question 
(however; the use of the full mark range may be limited according to the quality of the candidate 
responses seen). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6: 
 
Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should 
not be awarded with grade thresholds or grade descriptors in mind. 
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Writing: Accuracy of Language 
 

5 (Excellent) Clear, carefully chosen language with complex syntax where appropriate. Varied, 
precise vocabulary. Hardly any or no technical errors. 

4 (Good) Clear, appropriate language. Appropriate vocabulary. Few technical errors. 

3 (Adequate) Language generally appropriate, but unsophisticated and generally simple syntax. 
Adequate vocabulary. Some technical errors. 

2 (Weak) Unsophisticated language, not always appropriate. Very simple syntax with some 
clumsiness. Thin vocabulary. A number of technical errors. 

1 (Poor) Thin, inappropriate use of language. Confused and obscure. Many errors. 
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Writing: Style and Organisation 
 

5 (Excellent) Excellent expression and focus with assured use of own words. Good summary 
style with orderly grouping of ideas; excellent linkage. Answer has sense of 
purpose 

4 (Good) Good expression in recognisable summary style. Attempts to focus and to group 
ideas; good linkage 

3 (Adequate) Satisfactory expression in own words. Reasonably concise with some sense of 
order. Occasional lapses of focus 

2 (Weak) Limited expression but mostly in own words. Some sense of order but little sense 
of summary. Tendency to lose focus (e.g. by including some anecdote); thread 
not always easy to follow 

1 (Poor) Expression just adequate; maybe list-like. Considerable lifting; repetitive. Much 
irrelevance 

 
 
Writing: Accuracy of Language 
 

5 (Excellent) Clear, carefully chosen language with complex syntax where appropriate. Varied, 
precise vocabulary. Hardly any or no technical errors. 

4 (Good) Clear, appropriate language. Appropriate vocabulary. Few technical errors. 

3 (Adequate) Language generally appropriate, but unsophisticated and generally simple syntax. 
Adequate vocabulary. Some technical errors. 

2 (Weak) Unsophisticated language, not always appropriate. Very simple syntax with some 
clumsiness. Thin vocabulary. A number of technical errors. 

1 (Poor) Thin, inappropriate use of language. Confused and obscure. Many errors. 
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QUESTION 1: 
 
Note: Do not penalise selective lift of appropriate vocabulary taken from the passage, but an 
extended lift that does not convey understanding = 0  
Candidates who use their own words throughout should not be at a disadvantage compared with 
those who tend to lift answers from the passages. Examiners must be careful to reward for Content 
answers that are reasonably clear and capture the idea given in the mark scheme, even if not 
expressed with complete precision or in the words of the mark scheme. 
 
QUESTION 2: 25 marks (15+5+5) 
 
AWARD A MAXIMUM OF 15 FOR CONTENT POINTS. 
AWARD A MAXIMUM OF 5 FOR STYLE & ORGANISATION.  
AWARD A MAXIMUM OF 5 FOR ACCURACY OF LANGUAGE.  
 
AWARDING CONTENT POINTS 
1 Candidates may gain the content points either for ideas expressed in their own words or in the 

words of the passage, in connected writing or in note form. (Copying from the passage and use of 
lists are accounted for in the Style & Organisation mark.) We should not double-penalise. 

2 The point must be fully made, i.e. with all the necessary parts, as indicated in the list on the next 
page. 

3 If the candidate has used own words, give the content point if the meaning is reasonably clear, 
even if not expressed as precisely as in the passage. 

4 In general, withhold the mark for a content point only if it is wildly out of sequence or totally 
unsupported.  

 
 


