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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 4

Introduction
The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International AS Level
French Literature (8670), and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low)
relate to the subject’s curriculum and assessment objectives.
In this booklet candidate responses are derived from scripts of candidates from 9716 A Level French June
2017 to exemplify a range of answers. Candidates are asked to answer three questions each on a different
text. Exemplar answers are provided for four of the most commonly answered questions.
For each question, the response is annotated with clear explanation of where and why marks were awarded
or omitted. This is followed by examiner comments on how the answer could have been improved. In this
way, it is possible for you to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they could
do to improve their answers. At the end of the booklet, there is a list of common mistakes candidates made
in their answers for each question.
This document provides illustrative examples of candidate work with examiner commentary. These help
teachers to assess the standard required to achieve marks beyond the guidance of the mark scheme.
Therefore, in some circumstances, such as where exact answers are required, there will not be much
comment.
The questions, mark schemes and pre-release material used here are available to download from the School
Support Hub. These files are:
9716 June 2017 Question Paper 42
9716 June 2017 Paper 42 Mark Scheme
Past exam resources and other teacher support materials are available on the School Support Hub
www.cambridgeinternational.org/support
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How to use this booklet
This booklet goes through the paper one question at a time, showing you the high-, middle- and low-level
response for each question. The candidate answers are set in a table. In the left-hand column are the
candidate answers, and in the right-hand column are the examiner comments.

Answers are by real candidates in exam
conditions. These show you the types of
answers for each level.
Discuss and analyse the answers with
your learners in the classroom to improve
their skills.

Examiner comments are
alongside the answers.
These explain where and
why marks were awarded.
This helps you to interpret
the standard of Cambridge
exams so you can help
your learners to refine their
exam technique.

This section explains how the candidate could have
improved each answer. This helps you to interpret the
standard of Cambridge exams and helps your learners to
refine their exam technique.

Often candidates are not awarded marks
because they misread or misinterpret the
questions.

This section lists the common mistakes candidates
made in answering each question. This will help
your learners to avoid these mistakes and give them
the best chance of achieving the available marks.

Cambridge International AS Level French Literature (8670)
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Question 1a
Example Candidate Response – high

Examiner comments
The question asks for an
evaluation of Toinette’s statement
about Argan’s parenting with
reference to his behaviour
throughout the play, and in this first
sentence of the essay the
candidate does well to come
straight to the point: Argan comes
across as selfish in the play.
The candidate’s statement about
Argan’s selfishness is quickly
backed up with an example: he
wants his daughter to marry a
doctor, for his own benefit.
An additional piece of evidence
is presented.
A further example of Argan’s
uncaring attitude is cited.
The candidate addresses the
question directly, summarising the
evidence presented in the answer
so far: for the most part, Argan
does not seem to be disposed to
showing fatherly tenderness.
This should be obnubilé.
The introduction of material
suggesting that Argan could, after
all, be seen to show parental
tenderness to some extent, begins
to show ‘some attempt to analyse
and compare’, entering the higher
level of the Mark Scheme.
Again, the candidate carefully
substantiates the point made with
evidence from the text.
Some of Argan’s behaviour is
blamed on Beline’s influence – he
has been made vulnerable to her
charm and easily manipulated.
Toinette’s spirit and boldness is
recognised and acknowledged by
the candidate.
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued

Examiner comments

The candidate notes Toinette’s
sarcasm.

Toinette gently mocks Argan
and plays to his hypochondriac
tendencies, flattering him.

The candidate concludes this
part of the answer well: Toinette
shows her love for Angélique in her
pledge to do what she must to
prevent her from being harmed.
Another thoroughly solid and
relevant answer.
The negations and denials are
pointed out, with good focus on the
passage.

Cambridge International AS Level French Literature (8670)
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued

Examiner comments

The candidate highlights the
comedy of the situation.

Total mark awarded = 19 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved the answer
Argan does experience a change of heart and consents to his daughter’s marriage, not however because he
is finally showing some tenderness, but for yet another selfish reason: Cléante would have to become a
doctor to win Angélique's hand in marriage. The candidate could have improved the answer by pointing out
that this action was also selfish.
More might have been made of Argan’s bad-tempered outbursts at times, or of his mixed relationship with
Toinette, including that she was appealing to his goodwill in this passage, because she was working on
Angélique's behalf to secure her desired marriage to Cléante. Nevertheless, this answer already showed a
detailed approach and aptly chosen illustrations.
The candidate could have made more of Toinette’s amusing comments and use of irony as she contributed
to the comedy of this mock argument with Argan.
More could have been made of Toinette’s loyalty to Argan, not wanting to see his reputation harmed.
Overall though the candidate did not simply reproduce information but discussed and evaluated material and
came to a clear conclusion.
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Example Candidate Response – middle

Examiner comments
A clear response to the question:
paternal tenderness is not Argan’s
typical conduct in the play.
The point about Argan’s
selfishness is made and evidence
to illustrate the answer is provided.
This should be obéit.

A one-sided answer, saying only
that Argan does not show
tenderness. However, the
candidate shows fair relevance and
knowledge.
The candidate points out
Toinette’s boldness.

Cambridge International AS Level French Literature (8670)
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued

Examiner comments

The candidate does well to point
out the contradictions that Argan
brings up in the passage.

Total mark awarded = 15 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved the answer
The candidate understood the demand of the question but was unable to develop a very thorough response.
More could have been made of ways in which Toinette uses irony in line 10 of the extract and flattery in line
13, and contributes to the comedy of the scene by starting the chase around the chair in lines 22–25. The
answer could also have been developed by pointing out Toinette’s loyalties in the play, both to Argan and to
Angélique.
The candidate could have improved the answer by discussing Argan’s comment about servants in lines 17–
18 and the slapstick comedy in lines 21 and 24–25 – a grown man running around, trying to chase his
servant.
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Example Candidate Response – low

Examiner comments

A good start with a direct answer
to the question.
A concise answer, which could
have been improved with an
example of Argan’s pride. For
example, he feels that, as a father,
his daughters should do as he says
and marry whom he tells them to.
This is a good attempt to give
another reason, and could have
been explained in such a way as to
make an interesting point about
Toinette: for example, Argan
wrongly thinks that he is ill, but
Toinette tells him that he is fine. As
the answer stands, however, it
lacks successful development:
Argan is the master and Toinette is
the servant, so his refusal to submit
to her is hardly surprising. She is
sometimes more reasonable than
him though.
A relevant start.
Toinette’s loyalty to Argan is
noted. This point could be related
more pertinently to lines 19–20 of
the extract.
The fact that the pair end up
chasing around a chair is funny,
contributing to the humour of this
comedy. This could be more
effectively pointed out. The answer
would be improved by discussing
Toinette’s flattery in line 13 and her
boldness in line 16.

Cambridge International AS Level French Literature (8670)
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued

Examiner comments

Argan is not obliged to pay
attention to Toinette. Sometimes she
manipulates him, but sometimes she
has his best interests at heart.

Total mark awarded = 13 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved the answer
In this answer, the candidate made assertions without being able to illustrate or develop points. In addition,
there could have been more comment about the word play in lines 1–9 of the extract (one person says one
thing, the other character says the opposite), about Argan’s social comment in lines 17–18 and about the
slapstick comedy in lines 21 and 24–25.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
(i)

Most candidates observed that Argan’s behaviour does not hold out much hope for Toinette’s prediction
coming true. Nevertheless, there were signs that Argan might be moved. Ultimately, Toinette’s
prediction came true. Some candidates did not see both side of the argument.

(ii) This part was well answered by the candidates.
(iii) Most candidates did not pick up on the use of word play to heighten the comedy – the staccato volley of
negations and denial at the start of the extract – or the social comment on the proper role of domestic
staff.
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Question 2a
Example Candidate Response – high

Examiner comments

Although this appears to be
‘only’ an introductory paragraph, it
contains a detailed and impressive
description of the shop,
summarising a wide range of
events and bringing together a
variety of description found in the
novel.

With efficient brevity, the
candidate captures something of
the beauty and promise of the
property Madadme Raquin found
and about which Zola writes, ‘elle
avait trouvé une perle‘.
Again, in a few words the
candidate effectively communicates
the disappointment that the building
turns out to be.
There is some attempt to analyse
and compare the better and worse
aspects of the shop building.

Cambridge International AS Level French Literature (8670)
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued

Examiner comments

Although this paragraph is
crossed out here, it is copied below.

The candidate develops a
detailed answer and makes some
interesting points.
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued

Examiner comments

The candidate rounds off the
answer to part (i) with an excellent
summary of points made.
Thoroughly solid and relevant work.
Candidate does not simply
reproduce information: can discuss
and can draw clear conclusion. This
is a coherent and detailed approach
with aptly chosen examples.

The portrait is produced before
the plotting that leads to the murder
of Camille, but the candidate
successfully grasps the significance
of the painting as a premonition.
This should be hanter.

More could have been made of
these points. Camille is certainly
referred to as grimaçant elsewhere
in the novel, and other adjectives
found in the extract are typically
used of him as well.

Cambridge International AS Level French Literature (8670)
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued

Examiner comments

The points introduced throughout
the answer are summarised well in
an impressive final paragraph.

Essentially the vague looks are
typical of Thérèse.
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued

Examiner comments

A successful account of how
Thérèse was not destined always to
have a vague expression. This is
another attempt to analyse and
compare different ways of
interpreting the main character’s
conduct.

The final paragraph brings
together the points raised.
Total mark awarded = 21 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved the answer
This was a very good answer, with its controlled structure, perceptive use of illustration and good insight
when discussing characters. It was given 21 marks out of the maximum 25. The answer would have been
improved by summarising Thérèse’s vagueness as well as the powerful emotions that welled up in her, but
even as a one-sided conclusion, the final lines of the response bring an excellent answer to an end.
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Example Candidate Response – middle

Examiner comments

Some detail is given, about both
the shop and some events of the
novel. More details would enhance
the answer.

The significance of the
resemblance between the portrait
of Camille and the image of his
drowned remains which will be
described later in the novel is
grasped and clearly communicated.

The significance of the similarity
of the portrait to the later drowning
is clearly explained here.
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued

Examiner comments
A clear beginning to the answer,
tackling the question directly.

Total mark awarded = 16 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved the answer
The response began to imply that Thérèse's life becomes more interesting when Laurent arrives on the
scene, making her less resigned to looking out vaguely on her surroundings. Development of such a
consideration of ‘another point of view’ would have improved the answer. It was relatively easy for most
candidates to explain Thérèse's restrained upbringing and consequent vagueness. Although the candidate
noted the interest that Laurent added to Thérèse's life, which might allow her an escape from vagueness and
give her an opportunity to live a more passionate life, and in this way went beyond a ‘simple approach’, more
detail about these circumstances would have improved the answer.
The unfinished development of the implied points in part (iii) suggested that the candidate was possibly not
in full control of the material and that the essay lacked really solid detail.

Cambridge International AS Level French Literature (8670)
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Example Candidate Response – low

Examiner comments

Good knowledge of the novel is
shown here, although it is less
relevant to a description of the
shop.

This is a development of the
description of the shop: once a
happy place, but later cursed.
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued

Examiner comments

The connection between this
quotation and the subsequent
drowning of Camille is not
emphasised here.
This is an interesting
interpretation about presenting an
unflattering image of Camille as
part of a plan to remove him from
the scene. It does not seek to
interact with the fact that Camille
himself actually likes the portrait
(lines 14–15). The image of
drowning is still not explained, but
really cannot be overlooked in this
answer.

Cambridge International AS Level French Literature (8670)
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued

Examiner comments

It would be helpful if this
suggestion could be expanded upon
as it is not particularly clear what is
meant, especially in the light of the
fact that the candidate goes on to
write that Thérèse's vagueness is
not typical, when she does in fact
often look vague.
This answer, ‘Thérèse is not
typically vague’, needs to be justified
more adequately for it to be
convincing.
Total mark awarded = 11 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved the answer
Overall, this essay was judged to contain some very basic material but not much sense of understanding or
ability to answer the question. The answer could have been improved by inclusion of more concrete material
from the novel.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
(i)

Many responses were short on fine details. Few candidates mentioned Thérèse’s horrified reaction
when she first visited the property.

(ii) Some candidates were sidetracked into describing the haunting role that the portrait later played in the
marriage bedroom of Thérèse and Laurent. Fewer candidates mentioned that Camille was the only one
to be delighted with the portrait.
(iii) Weaker responses did not pick up on “attendre en frèmissant”, highlighting Thérèse’s repressed
sensuality and the impact that the arrival of Laurent was to have on her
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Question 6b
Example Candidate Response – high

Examiner comments

Introductions such as these are
unnecessary and add nothing to an
essay, although on this occasion
the extraneous material only fills
two lines and could be seen as
harmless.
These four lines show good
knowledge of the play, although
they are not relevant to the
question. It is not desirable for
candidates to begin their essays in
such a general way.
This sentence acknowledges the
topic of the question and serves as
a good introduction for the main
part of the essay.
This is good in that it places
Voinov as part of the revolutionary
group and shows specific
knowledge of other members of
that movement.
Up to this point, the information
given is rather general and
unrelated to Voinov, which is
unfortunate.
Thankfully the section is added
below, specifying Voinov’s
particular role at the beginning of
the play. Although more
development is needed in relation
to his attitude towards the other
revolutionaries, this is a sound
start.

Cambridge International AS Level French Literature (8670)
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued

Examiner comments
This is an admirable attempt to
end the paragraph with a summary
of Voinov’s attitude, but may be
more about his attitude to himself
and his limitations rather than his
attitude towards the other
revolutionaries. Some good points
are made in this paragraph though.
The point that Voinov particularly
sympathies with Kaliayev and his
decision and would have taken the
same course of action could be
emphasised to improve the answer.
A very good point is made here
and the evidence of a quotation is
recorded. Further explanation
would develop the discussion even
more successfully: Voinov offers
reassurance to Kaliayev when he
blames himself for failure.
This is an excellent point to make
because it contrasts with Voinov’s
sympathies with Kaliayev: as much
as Voinov is similar to Kaliayev, he
is different from Stepan. This is an
attempt to analyse and compare.
The end of this sentence shows
an outstanding grasp of the
difference in perspective and
approach between Voinov and
Stepan, while acknowledging their
overriding commitment to the same
cause.
This is about an attitude to the
course of action to take rather than
an attitude towards the other
revolutionaries, but good points are
made elsewhere in this paragraph
all the same.
A fair point, but evidence and
explanation are needed.
The word Néanmoins provides a
promising introduction to another
attempt to analyse and compare,
although it needs more adequate
development to be successful this
time.
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued

Examiner comments
This is not made relevant to the
question.
Again there is some confusion
here, and Voinov’s attitudes are said
to be similar to the attitudes of some
of the other revolutionaries and
different from the attitudes of others.
The question, of course, was about
his attitude towards other
revolutionaries, and this is grasped at
certain points of the essay.
Otherwise, the candidate does well to
seek to focus on Voinov’s attitude in
the conclusion. As mentioned before,
if ‘attitude’ could feature more in the
introduction and be developed further
during the essay, this answer would
be even more successful.
This is not relevant to the question.
It would be better to summarise the
ways in which Voinov’s attitude to
some revolutionaries is different from
his attitude to others in the play.
Voinov returns to the group. The
essay could be improved by further
discussion of this fact.
Total mark awarded = 20 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved the answer
Overall this essay was judged to have very good, controlled structure (paragraphs are devoted to Kaliayev,
Stepan and Dora in turn; similarities and differences with each of Stepan and Dora), perceptive use of
illustration, good insight when discussing characters.
The first part of the essay could have been improved by concluding it with stating what Voinov’s attitude to
his colleagues was and that he could not continue with them in their direct action because he was afraid and
ashamed of it, but that he wanted to remain useful to their cause, so wanted to seek an alternative post.
A better introduction would have benefited this essay. If the candidate wrote in the introductory paragraphs
that they would discuss how, in this case for example, Voinov’s attitude to one revolutionary contrasts with
his attitude to another, then the essay would have made a better impression from the outset, and the
candidate would have had more time to develop the contrast more clearly.

Cambridge International AS Level French Literature (8670)
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Example Candidate Response – middle

Examiner comments

This is a general and
unnecessary introduction.
The focus here is on the attitudes
of Voinov and the other
revolutionaries. The question,
however, is about Voinov’s
attitudes towards the other
revolutionaries.
The difference towards other
revolutionaries.
The candidate does not explicitly
say that we could conclude that
Voinov’s attitude towards the other
revolutionaries is that he agrees
with them and acts in the same way
as them.
Good examples of the sacrifices
made by Voinov, Dora and
Kaliayev.
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued

Examiner comments

This is about an implied attitude
to the revolution rather than
Voinov’s attitude towards other
revolutionaries.
There seems to be some
distraction here, as though the
candidate is writing, ‘Voinov has
things in common with the other
revolutionaries’.
These are interesting points but
Foka is not one of the
revolutionaries so that should be
acknowledged by the candidate.
This paragraph is not
successfully developed with regard
to Voinov.
This paragraph seems to
introduce an attempt to analyse and
compare: despite Voinov’s attitude
towards the other revolutionaries
that they are similar to himself, he
also views them as unlike him and
different.

Cambridge International AS Level French Literature (8670)
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued

Examiner comments

Again there is too much
emphasis on Voinov and his general
attitude, rather than his attitude
towards the other revolutionaries. It
is unclear whether the candidate has
misunderstood the question or is
struggling to keep the correct
interpretation in focus. Some good
points are made here, but the
candidate is possibly not in full
control of the material. Solid but
indiscriminate.
Again, this material could be
‘turned around’ to answer the
question more pertinently: ‘Voinov’s
attitude to Dora is that she is a
mediator…’, along with evidence
and explanations as always.
Voinov’s attitude towards the
other revolutionaries is that he wants
them not to argue. He recognises
that they have differences of opinion.
Voinov’s attitude to Stepan’s point of
view is ‘…whereas his attitude to
Kaliayev’s opinion is…’. If the
candidate phrases the material in
this way, it could lead to further
attempts to analyse and compare.
‘Voinov’s attitude towards the
other revolutionaries is that he wants
to agree with them’, is a more
relevant way to phrase this.
Total mark awarded = 16 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved the answer
Overall, this essay was judged to be a coherent essay but lacking in really solid detail.
Although the candidate provided good examples of the sacrifices made by Voinov, Dora and Kaliayev, these
examples could have been more successfully explained, e.g. ‘Voinov's attitude to Dora and Kaliayev is to
sympathise with the sacrifices they make to the cause’. An explanation like this could have replaced the rest
of the paragraph, so the 500–600 word limit would not have been exceeded.
The same material could have been more effectively targeted, if, for example, the following point had been
made: ‘Voinov's attitude towards the other revolutionaries is that they are not understood by the people...’ Of
course the candidate would have needed to back up the point with supporting evidence and explanation.
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Example Candidate Response – low

Examiner comments

At this point in the introductory
paragraph, Voinov’s attitude
towards despotism is mentioned.

The other revolutionaries are
mentioned now, but Voinov’s
attitude towards them is still not
given. The candidate should focus
on Voinov’s attitude towards the
other revolutionaries to answer this
question.
A short summary of Annenkov is
given here.

This section about Dora could be
replaced with information about
Voinov’s attitude towards Dora.

Cambridge International AS Level French Literature (8670)
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued

Examiner comments

This section about Dora could
be replaced with information about
Voinov’s attitude towards Dora.
A sentence beginning
Contrairement should be a good
sign in an essay, likely to show
some attempt to analyse and
compare. But unfortunately here
there is no relevance to the
question about Voinov’s attitude
towards the other revolutionaries
and so the mark cannot be
awarded.
Instead of this description of
Stepan, the essay could focus on
Voinov’s attitude towards Stepan.
Is this an unfinished quotation?
The essay continues.
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued

Examiner comments

It is unclear whether the candidate
has misunderstood the question and
is trying to give an account of ‘the
attitude of Voinov’ and the ‘attitudes
of each revolutionary’ rather than the
attitude of Voinov towards the other
revolutionaries.
Total mark awarded = 11 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved the answer
The introduction could be improved by answering the question from the start, ‘comment on Voinov’s attitude
towards the other revolutionaries’.
The material produced was not tailored to the question and therefore the candidate did not display much
understanding or ability to answer the question.
The level of language produced was good, as was the knowledge and understanding shown of Camus’
writing, so the descriptors in the 6–9 mark band would be too low.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
Candidates were generally more successful at answering this question and there were some strong analyses
of Voinov, his initial enthusiasm for the cause, his subsequent fear and shame, his desire to quit the group
and his subsequent re-recruitment, turning from his cowardly conduct and finding a way of standing in
solidarity with his comrades again.
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Question 8b
Example Candidate Response – high

Examiner comments
An excellent start to the essay,
beginning with the relationship
between Momo and Madame Rosa,
the main focus of the question, and
acknowledging the significance of
the theme of fear in the novel, the
next most important key word in the
question.
This introduction shows the
candidate has clearly grasped what
the question is asking for: a
consideration of the relationship
between the two protagonists in the
light of the quotation from the novel.
Each paragraph in this essay is
introduced by phrases giving clear
direction to the writing. This is not
always seen but the use of ‘first’,
‘also’, ‘finally’ and ‘In conclusion’
structure suggests the candidate
has a clear idea of the points they
will make.
An excellent inclusion of what
Madame Rosa was not afraid of –
an attempt to analyse and
compare.
Good, concise coverage of what
Madame Rosa does fear.
The candidate does not mention
here that when Madame Rose was
afraid, just looking at the portrait of
Hitler seemed to help her to put her
fears back in perspective.
A good suggestion of a reason
why Momo makes the remark
quoted in this question.
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued

Examiner comments

This is a good summary of how,
although these two characters are
close and what worries one affects
the other, it is also true to say that
when Madame Rosa finds relief,
Momo shares it.
This should be perdre.
This should be pedre.
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued

Examiner comments

An interesting discussion about
the ‘contagious’ element in the
question.
A good start to the conclusion.
Better evidence of the conclusion
about this close relationship would
be the fear and ‘contagious relief’
presented in the quotation in the
question and in the discussion,
particularly in the first half of the
essay.
This is a rather general
conclusion after an excellent start to
the essay, but the piece still fits the
Mark Scheme descriptors
‘thoroughly solid and relevant work’.
Total mark awarded = 18 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved the answer
The essay could have been improved by adding some discussion of Madame Rosa’s enduring fear of
medical interventions. The candidate did not refer to the portrait of Hilter – when Madam Rosa was afraid,
just looking at this portrait seemed to help her to put her fears back in perspectives. The conclusion was
general after an excellent introduction and good discussion.
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Example Candidate Response – middle

Examiner comments

The candidate clearly outlines
the relationship between Momo and
Madame Rosa as well as the
‘sharing’ of fear between them.
The essential element of the
question is grasped and
commented on here.
Good reference to one of the
sources of fear for Madame Rosa.

Another reason for why Madame
Rosa was fearful, clearly stated.

Momo says in the quotation that
Madame Rosa’s relief from fear is
contagious. The candidate
suggests here that because the two
characters share fear, they develop
a closer relationship. It might be
supposed that they share fear
because they already have a close
relationship. The candidate makes
an interesting point.
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued

Examiner comments
This should be moins.
A good focus on the relief from
fear.

Or that the relief from fear is said
to be contagious in this quotation.

Total mark awarded = 15 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved the answer
This essay showed a fair level of relevance and knowledge. The candidate understands the demands of the
question but could have developed a more thorough response, e.g. by mentioning the portrait of Hitler as a
means of allaying fear for Madame Rosa.
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Example Candidate Response – low

Examiner comments
The question is successfully
grammatically in this introductory
sentence.
Although some of the essay
seems vague, the relationship
between Momo and Madame Rosa
is summarised. Love is a significant
theme in the novel, and the
reference to it here seems
knowledgeable rather than vague.
This is a simple essay, but the
emphasis on experiencing no more
fear is grasped well.
More evidence of the close
relationship between Momo and
Madame Rosa is needed here.
The answer could be improved by
more focus on the fact that
knowledge of her ill-health and likely
death probably fuelled Madame
Rosa’s fear earlier in the novel as
she fretted about what would
happen to Momo after she had
gone. As the quotation notes,
however, she did come to
experience some relief from her fear.
Contrasting the time of decreasing
fear would provide the candidate
with an opportunity to attempt to
analyse and compare.
Total mark awarded = 12 out of 25
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How the candidate could have improved the answer
The material in this essay could have been structured better:
•

Madame Rosa is afraid (of persecution, deportment, going into hospital, dying and leaving Momo alone);
commentary on their relationship: she feels responsible for caring for him and sees him as dependent on
her.

•

Momo is afraid (for Madame Rosa’s wellbeing and his own without her); commentary on their
relationship; he feels responsible for caring for her, sees her as dependent on him, doubts his ability to
care for her, feels dependent on her for his own wellbeing.

•

Madame Rosa ceases to fear (looking at the portrait of Hitler enables her to put things in perspective,
Momo cares for her); commentary on their relationship: she depends on his care.

More evidence and explanation of points made would also have improved the answer.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
The weaker responses were almost entirely narrative where candidates lost touch with the question at a very
early stage of the response. The best responses highlighted that Momo and Mme. Rosa were so close to
each other that all their emotions – not just fear – were automatically transferred from one to the other.
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